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The expansion of library services to municipalities without public libraries.

~ From the viewpoint of the promotion of self-support settlement region framework ~
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Abstract

This report examines whether the promotion of self-support settlement region framework can func-
tion as a type of solutions toward the main issue, which is how library services can be provided to the
local habitants in municipalities without public libraries, by analyzing the current situation of self-sup-
port settlement region framework that became a method to manage certain domains of municipal tasks
beyond the border of one municipality after so-called “Great Merger of Heisei”.

The analyses of public libraries related policies on the concrete programs of self-support settlement
region framework show that, in some cases, library services are provided to the local habitants in
municipalities without public libraries beyond municipal borders, and, consequently, the promotion of
self-support settlement region framework can be effective to some extent toward the main issue on this
report.
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