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The relationship between Empathic-Affective Response and School Life Satisfaction in Elementary
and Junior High School Students
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The purposes of this study are to develop the Empathic-Affective Response Scale for Children
(EARS-C) and to examine the relationship between empathic-affective response and school life
satisfaction. In study 1, 204 junior high school students participated. A conducted factor analysis
indicated that the EARS-C is constructed from 4 factors: (a) sharing in other's positive affections,
(b) good feeling towards other’s positive affections, (c¢) sharing in other's negative affections, and (d)
sympathy towards other’s negative affections. These subscales had high reliability. In study 2, 154
elementary school students and 166 junior high school students participated. Confirmatory factor
analysis was conducted and the goodness of fit was satisfactory. Correlation analysis revealed that
approval as a classmate, one of the school life satisfaction subscales, was positively correlated with
empathic-affective responses. The participants were clustered into 4 groups based on school life
satisfaction scores. Empathic-affective response scores for the “not approved as a classmate” group and
the “not satisfied with school life” group were lower than those for the two other groups.
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