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Listeners” Linguistic Behavior in Japanese and Korean in Relation to the
Personal Territory: Examining the Verbal Behavior of Korean Learner’s
and Japanese Native Speakers
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Abstract

There are numerous differences in expressions concerning listeners’ personal
affairs between Korean Japanese Language Learners and Japanese Native Speakers.
This research examines the variety of expressions used by Korean Japanese
Language Learners and Japanese Native Speakers in situations where a request
with regards to personal belongings of a listener is involved.

The results of the examination show that in conversations involving listener’
s personal affairs, Japanese Native Speakers frequently use honorific expressions,
with a tendency to avoid definite conclusions by employing speculative expressions
such as ‘yooda, sooda, mitaida’. 1In addition, indirect requesting expressions
explaining speaker’s reasoning for request, such as ‘ndesuga’, are widely used.

On the other side, in the case of Korean Japanese Language Learners, it
is revealed that a frequency of honorific forms usage is less regular compared
to Japanese Native Speakers, with the tendency to employ direct requesting
expressions depicting the opponent’s point of view or making suggestions.

As a result of the examination it is revealed, that in conversations involving
opponent’s personal affairs Japanese Native Speakers tend to speculate using
modality or contemplating expressions, while Korean Japanese Language Learners
tend to employ direct expressions confirming on opponent’s situation in order to

convey the contents of a request.
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