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Forming Farmer's Organizations in Rural Cambodia:
Focusing on the Actors and the Process of
Formulating Organizations in the development project
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Abstract

This article is a contribution to overcoming the impasse of “dualism theories”
in development studies by arguing for organizational diversity of multiple societal
actors in the analysis of social change in contemporary Cambodian society.

Most of the studies of farmers' organizations in development studies
distinguish clearly between “indigenous organizations” and “development
organizations”. However, actors' involvement in organizations and context-
dependent actions cannot be grasped from this approach. Therefore this paper tries
to restructure these concepts from a case study of a development project in rural
Cambodia.

The case study describes in detail the actual farmers' and NGO staff's
practices, and shows the process of forming a new farmer's organization and
people's involvement in these organization activities. By painting the interaction
between farmers and NGO staffs with ethnographic writing, the actors' roles are not
limited to any one specific role, but are used for various roles in different religious,
economic and political contexts. For example the leader of a farmers' organization
is a leader in the economic context because of his working experience in urban
and modern knowledge. However in the organization of Buddhism rituals, he is an
ordinary member.

Consequently, the goal of this paper is to demonstrate the new social change
of rural Cambodia and the process of local people and outsiders incorporating new
NGO-initiated farmersl organizations into the farming community.
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