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Water Management and Interstate Relations in Central Asia:

Realities, Problems and Concerns

T4 L= HHENTT
Timur DADABAEV

This articles aims to detail on the situation with water management and interstate
relations in post-Soviet Central Asia. Water-related conflicts and tensions between these
states are related to various factors: such as their proximity in respect to water flow, thus
dividing these states into downstream and upstream ones, the size of their population, the
structures of their economies and so on.

For these states, it is important to accept that the individual sovereignty of each state
should be voluntarily limited and transmuted into regional sovereignty, under which all
issues regarding inter-state water consumption would become a subject for collective
decision making,

While a collective regional decision-making process shows some signs of emerging,
collective actions that deliver on promises and implement collective decisions seem to be
lacking. In many cases, these states divide water-management issues into those that fall
under domestic water-management policy and those that require inter-state coordination.
However, the inter-dependence of these states suggests that considering domestic water
consumption as a subject of regional jurisdiction would enforce and protect the individual
sovereignty of each state from imbalances, one-sided decisions, and the various problems

that these states encounter.
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