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“TheWard Four”as Representedin BaJin’sWorks  

Nakamura Shunya 

Prologue  

ThisNovelwaswrittenafterWbrldWarII，butis sti11construCtedas WarStOrylThereare so  

manyepisodesintheScenethatitcanbecal1edasortofWarLiterature・Neverthelessitgivesus  

somecalmfeelings・FbrthisnovelapparentlyinmlenCedbyseniorRussianwriter，sarticlebeforeat  

hand．   

So the Battle field symbolizedin the Hospital・恥elve patients are by no means soldiers・  

however；they continue to struggle with their sickness．BaJin（1904～）using exce11ent technique  

explainstheconditionoftheirstrugglesforExistencesincerelylHe，thereforecannothelpuslnga  

sort ofcaricature throughoutal1the stories．Howis his thoughtis concretely mentionedin this  

work？Let’sexaminestorycomposer’swill，Onebyonewithoutomission・   

Allthesentencesofmyessay’sarequoted丘・OmNanguoPublisher’srIbxtwithBaJin’sPlologue  

on1945inChongqlngandPostscripton1960yeaェThetimehadstartedwdtinglSOn1945andthe  

timehadendedcomposlngOn1946．ThosedaysjustareinthemidstofpreandproWarEnd，OnThe  

positionofChinaisincreaslngbybiggerandbiggeratleastmorethan1937・ButinhctChinaisstill  

underthe貢nancialsupport ofUSA・Chinese Democratizationisproceedingbyherhelp・This time  

‘America”isnotyetobjectofhatredofChina．Whereas，On1960thBajin’sstandpointstillisonthe  

POSitionofpetitebourgeoisie’saccordingtohis“postscript”・  

SeriouslnJuredman’sbed，intheHospital，issettledon“theSixthbed”・Itistobenamedafter  

Chekhov“TheWhrdSix”．1）Thisnamlnglookstobeasortofcaricature．TheSixthward’s sceneis  

COntinuouslyappearedinthemostねtalpatient’s丘gure．   

Itis BaJin’s T旨chnique ofWriting．Being different h・Om The Russian writer’s method on the  

mental．While＜TheWardFbur＞issettledintheSurgeryHospital．TheFbrmernatural1ytreatsone  

person’sinner sphere，Whereas The Latteralso willingly treats twelve character’sinner sphere，  

especiallytreats common sphere血）m Seriousillness to mild case，apPlyingcooland sophisticated  

skill．“TheThiswardhastwentyfourbed，yethadnotemptyone”（p2513）  

Thesetwenty four beds patientis notal1shown．Onlyhalfofthem－tWelve bed’s member are  

introduced towards readerlThe most remarkableis a sixth bed’s patient who has taken serious  

illness．He from the beginnlng tO the endinglS remarked．He can not evacuate the bowels by  

1）qEXOBHAHA≪しIexoBlierOOl（Py歳e日日e≫（Mocl（BA≪Hayka≫）1996－natnaTa NQ6－C123，228，237，   

332，384   
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himself．Soheisusual1y needs helperlThis story’sMrlLuis notatalllookedas Hero．TheHero，s  

Character unexpectedlyis fixed on the Sixthpatient，untilhis deaththe storylSalmostbe丘nished．  

Author shows the people’slifein themidst of the antiJapanⅥねr；for the sound of sirenisal1  

through丘omchapteronetochaptereighteen，SOtOSPeakallattractsus・   

Inthis sense，This storyis settled onWar丘eldstorylButthis translationtends tobeasortof  

Caricature．  

AllrnyessaylSShownbellow  

I．恥rbulence   

Inthisnovel，theaman ofsixthbedatfirstis calledapatientnamedZhuYhn－biao．Hesmells  

Ofpiss．This patientis heavily woundedintra瓜c accident，injuredinthe nerve，SO he can’t move  

SmOOthly His fecesandurineispouredintothechamberpotwhichisbroughtoutbythehelperl  

Remarque’s≪Im W由ten Nichits Neues≫ starts h’Om the Scene of meal，and explains  

discharge．2）IntheⅥねrfieldisnotalltopickedup・Theyleavetheiruncoveredparts・Thiscondition  

isincommonwiththehospital．Inany－Whereman’sfundamentalwantsisonthemealandexcretion．  

BaJinalsoneverhidestheirphysiologicalphenomenon．Soheinthisnovelstarts血・Omit’sscene．  

Thehelper’sworkalsoistoaskforpatientsmenuandistosendthemtheirfoodsaccordingas  

theirorderlIn－putandouトputismysteriouslycompatiblewithhistheiraction，   

“Sometimeagolaskedforyouonfoods，yOuWillnotrespondalittle，butnowagalnaSkmefor  

StrictlylIamnOtatal1yourmansionsmaid．”MrlThengmurmurs？（p175－6）  

hthehospitalthehelperenduresallthehardworksanddiligentlyearns money．Heis，SOaStO  

Speak，aSymbolic丘gureofcapilalism．So，theyarecriticizedbythepatient．  

＝‘Whydoesheteasemebitterly”〔the sixthbed〕“They；SuChapeople，CanOnlyunderstand  

towantmoney；ifyougivehimalittlemoney；thentheywi11changehismannerquickly”〔theeighth  

bed〕，（p1711－16）   

Thenursessometimesishurriedbythepatient，＝‘Ybunglady；quicklyhelpme！Helpme！〔the  

eleventhbed〕，＝‘Weordersyou，nOtbenoisy；Othersallaskforyoursilence”〔missLiu〕’（p2516－  

19）  

Thrbulence occurs aroundthe sixthbed．He usually cries forhelpbecause ofhis ache．Butthe  

liquidofRinger’sInjectionheartlesslyispouredintohisbodylAsortofwatersupplylSaCCeptedin  

human being’s structure．In the war time theindividualislooked at the weapon，islooked as a  

machine．Enginetroubleforinstanceinair蔦eldalwaysisrepairedunderal1themembersinthetroop・  

Theheroisatlasthappilytoberecovered，Whereasthe sixthbedisunhappilytobebringout  

Ofward．Life and death，atOnCeappearSnatura11yinthe hospitaland appearsintheWar銭eldrnore  

COnSplCuOuSlyこ  

2）HataTbyokichi≪Seibusensenyiionashi≫（Shinchosha1950）pl－338   



157  

ⅠⅠ．Equipment  

AWar，soutputsisainnumerabledestruction．Anysoldiercannotescape丘omCrucialattack・If  

he could avoidtoreceiveLatalwound，heis notcapable ofacceptingmentalillness oranytrauma．  

So，ingeneralawarneeds a点eldhospitalandincertain caseneedsamentalhospltal・Whereas，a  

soldiergetwellspeedily；agalnmake come backto warfield・Gettingperfectlywell，nOtperfectly  

welldoes not matterlIn short，Usable or not usable，thatis a question．There a soldieris to be  

COmparedwith a sort ofmachine，SO a Operationin the hospitalis to be comparedwith a sort of  

exchangethepartSOfmachineinthehctorylBothoftheworksiscarriedoutbythedoctorandby  

the englneerlExamine the humanlives，anyOne CannOtdowithouta slight cure・Itis not tobe  

COmParedwiththemachinewithoutanydefect・   

InWar丘eldasoldierinshortistobecomparedwithaweapon．Likeasasoldiercomebackinto  

thetroop，airfighterortankcomebackintowar6eldafterexchanglngpartS・   

In this story the hero at hrstis anxious ofhis operation oftaking o任the gall，but afterthe  

SuCCeSSOfoperationhecanreturntohisparents．ofcourseHispositionisstillinthenativehouse・  

Nevertheless，eVenheisstillunderthestruggleforexistence．Heistobesettledasafreshmanin  

the Warfield．  

Onthecontrary；aWhr丘eldalwaysproducesanunluckymandiぽerent血■OmaOrdinaryman．Such  

asoldierperfectlycannotatoncerecovertothewan andhealthilycannOtCOmebacktothework  

POSition．Fbrinstance this storyshowstwopersons・Theoneistobesettledasapatienthavecut  

downtherightarm，hecannotcontinuetheworkas aheavylaborer；andtheotheristobesettled  

upasapatienthavetakenoffoneeye，hecannotcontinuetheworkasadriverlSotheyareequally  

despairedandatlastselectthesucide．Awarofteninducesevenahigh0ぽicerintotheselfdeath・In  

this meanlngahospitalcanbe comparedwithWarefield・Fromtheappearancethehospitalis tobe  

lookata symbolofsilence．Butitis aworldofnoISyplaceandisingeneralcomparedwithawar  

丘eld．  

ⅠⅠⅠ．Cleanlng  

In the hospitalthey usually keep theinside clean．The dirty goodsis putaway and the neat  

goodsisputin．Thedirtygoodsisproducedastheresultofthepatientsstruggleforexistencewhile  

theneatgoodsisequlppedastheendofthemember’se放）rtforwaitingforthenewcomerl   

Inthehospitalapatient’s deathisat丘rstfoundbytheneighborandthenthenurseiscalledby  

bim．  

Theninthbedshouts，“MissLin，COmehereplease，lookathim，theeleventhbed，thistime，he  

reallyhasreturnedtotheformerresidence．”MissLincomebackthere，tOuChesthepatientsbreast，  

…SayS“Ridiculous！Whyareyousojoyfu1！Besilent！Thisisn’ttobecongratulated・”（p・105，16－20）  

The neighbor’s attitude too coolfor young nurse being understandable．Heis accustomed to  

lookingataman’sdeath．Healreadyrecognizedaman’sdeathastheappearanceofdirtyobject・As   
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if，he stands on the war丘eld，and sees offinnumerable soldier’s death．Heis a spokesman forthe  

fellowsoldierlHis attitude seemstobeunderstandableasdependsonrealitiesinthewar丘eld．  

Thehospital’sequlpmentandexchangeisswiftlycarriedout．  

SoonMェZhenglettwo orthreelaborercarrya StretCherthere．Theyspeedilyperfectlypack  

the oldman’sbodywitha sheet，Putitonthe stretcher；andbring out．MrlZhengfollowsthem，in  

his handswithwornoutawaddedcloth，bedclothes，aCuShion，andothergoods．（p177，14－16）  

BaJinshowsahospitalasamarketplace．There，CaPitalismactsmorevividlythaninWhr羞eld．   

“The one goes，the othercome，abed won’tbe eternal1y empty；What a wonderfu1business a  

hospitalis，”theeighthofthebed，Silently，Withsmallvoicedemonstrates”．（p179，1－2）  

From the beginnlngtO thelast，a hospitalsis moved■The bodyis to be arrived at a charnel  

afterasortofreligiousceremonyandisdeliveredtothe dissection，   

“Iask Miss Hu，“The sixthbedisnowbeentotheinternalward…？”   

“Internal？No，heis carriedin the charnel”，She pouts her mouth and replies，aSif angrily？”  

（p217，11－14）  

BaJinsimplihesthecomplicatedconditionbetweenthehospitalandthewar丘eldandsumupal1  

the story underasort ofanarchism’s tone．  

ⅠⅤ∴News  

Thewar丘eldsiscomparedwiththecagebyRemarque．There，anySOldiercannotescape缶om  

this closed time andspace．Onthe contrary；inBaJin’s≪theWard Fbur≫is notperfectlyclosed  

from the out side．The news onthe AntiJapanWhr’s condition丘・eely entersinto thepatients ears  

andeyes．Inthissense，thewar丘eldcannotentirelycomparedwiththehospital．  

ChinesesurrOundingintheW叫alwaysisdeliveredtowards everypatients．Inthissense，≪the  

WardFbur≫stillkeepsitscharacterasthenovelonthethemeofantiwarallthroughsentences．   

Intheprologue，thefemalemodelofheroineisintroducedtobedeadundertheJapanairforce’s  

attackintheregionofJinCheng．Inthisnovelheroineissettledasasymbolofthehero’sadoration．  

Themaincharacter［thesixthbed］’scomrade’sispickedupas asoldieroftheindependentcar  

troops・The patient already can not move h：eely；but hisfriend occasionally cal1s for himin this  

SenSe．The war丘eld stillconnectswiththe wounds．Itis tobe saidthefriend shipremainsinthe  

War丘eld．It’s detai1siswrittenunderBaJin’s style．Thereports onthemilitaryoperations oftenis  

heard evenin the Ward．  

‥‘Inthesetwoorthreedays，howisthecondition？”OnthinkingofXiangbei’soperation，Iask  

the neighborlInthisward，itisd雌cultforustotellh：eelyontheWarincident，herewelivesasif  

intheinnerworld，eVenifIcannothelphavinglntereStintoouterworld．  

MrlXuopposes，“Notwell，itis saidthatChang－Shaalreadyislost．”   

“Notprobably Changsha’sbattle，ineverythreecases，isnotlost．Howisreportedinthenews  

paper？”IcannOteaSilybelievehisreports：（p150，16－22）  

Soon，eVeninto this narrow space，The big newsis reported．The woman doctor talk about   
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correct news with the hero．  

Betweenthemfree discussionis to becontinued．   

山Ⅰwi1lshowyouagoodnews，donotyouknow？AnalliedarmyistobelandedontheFtance・H  

（p163，4－5）  

ButthetideofthewarisalwaysunStable．   

りDoctorYhng，IhearthatthistimesXiangbei，sbattleisnotsuccessfu1，isittrue？”Hersmile  

suddenlyisfadedawaylItistrue，myhouseisintheHengyangvillagelSOIcannotkeepmymind  

easyusuallyworryaboutthecondition．”（p163，111－14）   

Thesamedialoguedonebetweenthern，1nOthertimeisalsorepeated・   

“DoctorYhng，howistheWarincidents？”   

“InEuropetheal1iance五ghtswell”sheshortlyreplies・“HowdotheyinXiangbei？”Iaskherl   

“ItisdincultformetoanswerlThenewsistobecomplicated．”（p206，6－9）   

The uncapability of forseelng the concrete battle tells the reader this Ward，s realityinthe  

SeCludedplace．  

V Relaxation   

Evenin the war丘eld any soldier does not do without thinking of his motherlHe oftenis  

consoledbymotherhood・Al1thewomenhasmotherhoodandshownthemselvesafEectiontowardher  

oqect．Shecanhelpandrelaxallthemen．Anysmallactioncanconsoleal1themen・Inthisnovel  

heroineis settledasawomandoctor；and sheisatoncetobeoneofmembersinthe Hospital，and  

istobeone ofsamegendersinthe organization・   

Thehero，seyesisalwaysconcentratedonheraction．Hedoesnotover－lookherslightmotion・  

Ofcoursesheiswatchedforbyal1thepatientsintheHospital．Al1thewomanmembermoreorless  

arewatched for by them・As fbr the male patient，aWOman docton nurse andfemale helper are  

expectedastheyaretheVirginMa叩Withouttheirhelp，malepatientcan’tspendtimeanymore・   

This woman doctor has abundant eleganCe，nObilityandintelligence．BaJin especiallyis  

attractedin such a characterlFbrinstance，in＜The取ilogy－the Rapid Stream＞ he picks up a  

characternamed Qin．Sheis settledas a excellentlady ofthe BigFhmilyin this storylMiss Yhng  

〔womandoctor，sname〕sendshimabook≪Thng－Shisanbaishou≫．Sherecognizesthatitisusefu1  

forthepatient’srelaxation．  

川This bookis for you・She delivers me the book under herleft arm…‥Thisis a≪Three  

hundredsPoemsin′mngdynasty≫．Shewantsmetoreadthisbook．Itisunexpectedpresent・   

“Ithinkthisbookisbene翫ialforyourhealth．IenJOyeditafterhavejustabusedbrain’smuscle・  

廿ytoreadapoem・Thistrialcankeepyourheartpure・MindconditionisimportantforyourCunng  

sickness．”Shegentlyexplainsme．Hertwoeyeskindlywatchesforme：（plOO22－plO16）   

Inthisstorythiswomandoctorlooks cordial．  

＝‘Ybtuoperationistobecarriedouttomorrowmornlng・Areyoual1right？”   

ThereportsisinfactuneXpeCted．ItissurprlSlngforme，Icanltbedelightedatthisreport・My   
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heartruns astonishinglyこMysafetymindisdistud）ed…．．．．．   

“I）octorFengwillnotoperatetomorrow ButIinqulre himto carryoutthe Ope earlierlFrom  

theXray’sjudgingitisdecided，yOu，doesnotmatterl”Shegentlyreplieswithfu11beliefandswlngS  

herdarkandthickhairlLookingatherkindsmile，gettlngnearhersofteyepowenIbecometofeel  

encouraged．“DoctorYhng，thanksforyourcare．”Ireplie・（p12116－P2216）   

Ingeneralthereisnonstoppedtension，eVeninthefield，eVenintheHospital，andsoalsoeven  

in the ward．  

Instead ofConclusion  

The ChinesehmousnovelistBaJinsomanytimesasksexcusesforreaders．“Thisarticleisthe  

product offailure・〃But，aS yOu know；these apologylS Only血etoricalexpression toward us・Of  

courseallhiswrltlngSmuStbepublishedafterhavingexaminedcautiouslybyhimself・ThisstorylS  

appearedunderhisabundantandexcellentabilityl  

Whatisthe distinctive featurein≪theWhrdFbur≫？InChina，tOday；almostintellectualadopts  

theviewpoints ofrecollectionandunderthiswaycriticizethemodernorlglnation・Ingeneral，there  

isthetypicalmethodisusedatpresentdayintheworld・WeJapanesealsocannothelprecognizing  

these attempt about theincident after the CulturalRevolution・Chinese Open Marketing System  

promotestheir emancipationofthoughts．EveninJapan，We，aftertheSeptemberllth cometobe  

COnh・Ontedwithanewphasenotexperiencedbefore．  

Howandwhatthewriterpursueas amainthemebeforeandafterthebigincident？Thegreat  

writerwi1lsometimesapparentlyexplainhisstandpoint．On1960，B如nsaysclearly；“Idonotlook  

problems，and analyzelivesfromthe pointofdichotomyこNowin21stcentury suchstandposition  

ratherbecomeourcommontendencyこSowecangrasphimasamanof育eedomandamanoflibertyl  

His thoughts consists ofvarious culturalresource・Hewi11ingly decalares his direction h：anklyand  

oftendemonstratesmodestapologycautionslylBaJin，inshort，isgoingonhiswaytobecomeasort  

ofwriterwhorelyonpsychology．In≪TheWardFbur≫we can丘ndhistechniquein everycases，  

and we canSatisfy our catharsisin every stage．And he de銭nitely attracts the reader’s mind and  

servicesal1thepeople．Soheoftenuseshigh1eveledtechniquesonHumonCaricatureandAl1egoryl  

Itis saidthatBaJin，s novelsis easilytobeunderstand．Althoughitseemslike sowhilethefeature  

inthisstyleisofcoursemadeunderhisendlesse放）rtS，Whilehiscreationissti11fu11ysupportedby  

the readersin allover the world．  

An additionalremark   

WhyBaJinparticularlypicksupthecharacterasthepatientoftheSixthbed？Becausehecan  

nothelp watchingfortheNumberSix・Asyou knowithis namlngSeemStOdependon Chekhov’s  

≪The Wardsix≫．Of coursein the≪The Ward Six≫thewriter does not atal1show the dirty  

scene in which patients are to be unendurable. It still looks to be his distinguished technique on 
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Caricature．   

Whereas，BaJinusesthistechniqueintheemergentcaseofthisstoryThispatient〔theSixth  

bed〕inshortistobesettledasaconspicuoustyPe．  

He，h・Om thebeginnlngtOthe best，keeps botheringneighbors aroundhisbed．Ofcourse，aS a  

Whole，he usuallylS SuppOrted by the whole members ofthe hospitaland byvisiting helpers and  

assistantsintheemergency suchasbringlngOutandthrowlngaWay‘dirtygoods：   

Ingeneralthehospltalrepresentswholeworldunderthewriter’smethodonallegory・Chekhov  

≪TheSixthWard≫doesnotalwaysuseuncleanplaceinhisnovels．Hisinterestis concentratedon  

the Hero’s state of mind．Naturally this selectionisinnuenced under the Russian19th century’s  

Aristocratic mood．  

Ontheotherhand，BaJin’s sceneispickedup outoftheComplexityumdertheAntiJapanWhr  

Periodsin China．Generally speaking，theWar makesal1the peoplebe uncovered outofconcealed  

Place．ComparingBaJin’s expressionwithChekhovwriting，BaJin’sworldinasenselookslikemore  

realisticthan ChekhoⅥAsforBaJin，hepickesupthewarVividly；andhistechniqueisindispensable  

ofthe destructivecircumstances．The Hospital，aS aPlaceis to be seen staticand serene，butthe  

operationincessantlyis carried out seriouslylThe patientis‘repaired，umier the hands of a11  

members of the Hospital．In the huge operation，theimportant parts of human bodyis cut ofE・  

AnyonecannoteasilyresistagalnStphisician’sordeIこ  

Everyman，SOOnerOrlateちwillbetorelyonthehospital，1ieinthebedandsoonwaitforhis  

death．Eachpatientcase，SOtOSpeak，Shows everyman，slive，s eachstage・Indeed，theHospitalis  

the miniature copy ofallthe people who are to be as awarriorinthe War鮎1d ofStrugglefor  

Existence．   
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