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Updike’s HiddenWarnIng  
foran UnsustainabIeAmerican Society  
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Introduction  

NocriticofJohnUpdike’sliterallyworks，aSfarasIhaveascertained，hasattemptedtoaddress  

thefactthatamajorityofhisshortstoryoutputhappenedsimultaneOuStOeVentSSeminaltowhatis  

now termed environmentalism．Fbr example，Alice and Kenneth Hamilton have explored the  

elements ofChristian theologyinUpdike，s stories，aS have many Others・10thers，SuChas George  

Hunt，eXamineUpdike，sworksforwhattheyhavetosayaboutsexualthemesorart・2  

However；lookingbackatAmericanhistory；itisrecognizablethatUpdikewrotehisshortstories  

during a period of time criticalfor the formation of the environmentalmovementinthe United  

States．Fbr example，RachelCarson’s Silent即Yi喝WaS Publishedin1962．PaulEhrlich’s The  

瑚ulationBomb cameoutin1968．ThefirstEarthDaywasheldin1972．WasJohnUpdikeawareof  

theseevents？Didhehaveanyviewsonthem？Didhethinkabouttheissuesanddebatesoftheday  

which werethen glVlng rise to the birth of modern environmentalism？Andif he did have any  

Oplnions，Weretheseexpressedinhisfiction？  

Close examination ofsome ofUpdike’s short stories writteninthe1960s reveals thatUpdike  

was profoundlyimpactedas anartistbybothdevelopment（ofroads，houses，factories，etC・）andby  

the messages of environmentalists, but Updike refuses to articulate his views in any way which 

couldbe seen as pleading for consideration for agreenersociety orappealingtopeopleto change  

theirwastefu1ways．He takes a clinicalvieⅥちalmost a socialscientist’s perspective，inthree short  

storiesIwillexamine：“PackedDirt，Churchgoing，aDying Cat，a甘adedCar”（1961）；“TheIndian”  

（1961）；and“The Orphaned Swimming Pool”（1969），andin thelast one，eVen gOeS SO far as to  

identifythenaturalresourcewhose scarcitywi11firstpresentaninsurmountableobstacletofurther  

economic growth．His scenariois stark，bitter（becauseitis unapologetical1y apocalyptic），and  

compelling，leavlng nO rOOm forpeople to choose to be green；he o＃ers onlyakind ofvigorous  

investigationintorootcauses andtheirultimate consequences・Updike’s position，thoughitcanbe  

seen as depresslng，is quite sophisticated，andpre丘gures morerecentworkbyanthropologlStS and  

archaeologists whose focus has been on theinnateinability of human cultures to achieve  

1Alice and Kenneth Hami1ton，77teElemenis d♪hn tH）dike，（n．p．：Wm．B・Eerdmans Publishing Company；   
1970）．  

2 GeorgeWHunt，S．J．，hhn坤dikeand娩e threegreatsecretthi，堺：Sen ReLなion，andArt，（GrandRapids：   
WilliamB，EerdmansPublishingCompany，1980）・   
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“sustainability”andtheroleofevolutionarybiologylnOurpredicament・   

Perhapsbecausethenormalfossilfuel－dependentAmericanlifestyleofsuburbsandcars（which  

also happens to be thelifestyle of most critics who produceliterary criticism）doesn’t di鮎r  

slgni6cantlyfromthesuburbanmilieuofUpdike，s characters，thestunnlnglyatypicalnatureofthis  

lifestyle（particularlyintermsofpercapitaenergyconsumption）inhumanhistory；eVenaSaSetting  

for a story；doesn，tregisteras slgni丘cantamOng aWide swath ofthe readingpublic．Ytt Updike  

himselfwas enoughofa socialscientistto befu11yaware ofthe high1y aberrationalquality ofthe  

materialcircumstanCeSintowhichhewasborn，andindeed（throughoutthethreestoriesIselected）  

he gave fuller and fuller voice to his concerns as thelogicaloutcome of the chosen American  

lifestylepathbecame，atleasttohim，Clearerandclearen  

Updike’sMaterialCircumstances  

Updike’s materialcircumstances，aS are those of a11Americans of his generation，are  

extraordinary for between1920and1960the gener・altrend of economic growth rate declinein  

America，aCOnStantbothbeforeandaftertheseyears，WaSSuSpended・3FbrfortyyearstheAmerican  

economyboorned asit hadnot donebefore（atleastnotinrecordedeconomic data）or since．This  

periodofincreaslnggrOWthrates“rough1ycorrespondstothedevelopmentofmodernheavyindustry  

andthe generalintegration ofthe sciences，englneerlng and education with production，alongwith  

thecompellinganddisruptiveeventsofthegreatdepressionandWorldWarII〃4・Thegreatestfactor  

inthis growth was the energyunleashedby puttingfbssilfuels to workin powerlngthe machines  

thatpoweredindustryandtransportation．MoreoilwasdiscoveredintheU．S．eachyearthaninthe  

previousone（untilthepeakoccurredin1970）5，and“qualityoflife”peakedforalltimein1960（as  

Calculated by one M．Ⅰ．T scientistin1971）6，putting Updikein a unparal1eled position to survey  

American growthand prosperityas they unfolded richly；unlquely，and without precedent before or  

Since（thoughperhapsnotmanypeopleknewitatthetime）beforehim．   

In1930（Updikewasbornin1932），domesticconsumptionofoilwasabout3millionbarrelsper  

daylBy1980itwasabout20mi11ionbarrelsperday17ThusUpdike’sbirthrough1ycoincideswiththe  

1920dateglVenforthestartoftheindustrialboomera，andUpdike’speakproductiveyearsof1960－  

1975rough1ycorrelatewiththeendofthisperiodofincreaslng－andaberrational－－eCOnOmicgrowth  

rates，Whichwereinturnduetoindustrializationpoweredbyoil．  

However；in1970，（coinciding rough1y with Updike’s ownprOductive peak years ofmid－1ife），  

3“GrowthRate甘endofU．S．EconomicActivity”（http：hwwsynapse9．com／drgnp．htm）  

4Ibid．，p．2．  

5 De鮎yes，Kenneths，Hubbert’speak：Theb14，ende7y揮わrldOilShortLqe（Princeton：PrincetonL．Press，2001）   

p．1．  

6 FbrresterJayWorldDynamics．Fbrresterwascalculatingvariablessuchaspo11ution，pOpulation，etC．p．70．   
WorldDynamicsJayW Fbrrester2nded．Cambridge，MAWhght－Al1enPress，1973  

7 These丘gures are readilyobtainable仕omanumberoflocations．Oneis the U．S．DeptofEnergywebsite：   

http：〟ⅣWWeia．doe．gov／emeu／aer／txthtbO501．html   
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Americanoilproductionreachedwhatisnowcal1edHubbert，speak‥（Hubbert，speakreferstoL・  

MarionHubbert，spredictionin1949thattheU．S．oilproductionwouldreachitspeakin1972・）That  

is，Sincethen，Americanoilproductionbegantodecline，Whilepriortothistime（fromtheyearwhen  

petroleumproductionhadbeguninthelate1900s）productionhadbeenrisingeveryyeaェThe6nite  

capacityofdomesticpetroleumresourcesimpliedsome sort oflimit to economic expansion：“the  

cupboard was bareり，tO paraphrase the famous Mother Goose Nursery Rhyme“Old Mother  

Hubbard”．ThiswasashocktomanyPeOplewhohadthoughtthatAmericanwealthandresources  

wereunlimited．AsLesterThurowwrote：りWhitinginlinetobuyabasiccommoditylikegasolineis  

somethingthatnoAmericanhadeverexperienced・Shockandirritationwerehigh，butthoselines  

werelike the first smal1heart attack－anindication ofmortality Maybe the American economy was  

growlngOldandbecomlngVulnerable・MaybetheAmericandreamofanevernslngStandardofliving  

was overlSmallmay be beautifu1，butifthat phrase meant alower standard ofliving，then the  

averageAmericanconsidereditanightmare”．8As aresponsetoitsoilproductionshortfa11，America  

madeupforitspetroleumenergydencitbyimportlngOilJandbecauseworldoilproductionwasstill  

increaslng，thesenseofimminentcrisiseased．   

Ytt，Cal1stoacknowledgethelimitstopotentialpopulationgrowth，tOeCOnOmicexpansion，and  

towhatAmericanscall“progress，”ifnotto embracethem，Wereindeedmakingthemselvesheard・  

In1949（whenUpdikewas17），L．MarionHubberthadpredictedthattheU．S・Oilproductionwould  

reachits peakin1972．Althoughhis prediction was greetedwith skepticism，there were probably  

somepeoplewhorealizedtheAmericaneconomicmiraclewasonshakyground・AIso，aSthe1960s  

began，mOrepeOplebegantoviewtheeHectsofindustrialismwithdoubtandmorepeoplebeganto  

payattentiontodatae＝trapOlatingpopulationgrowth，andtheconcomitantgrowthofindustrialization  

anditsnegative effects suchaspollution，decadesintothefuture・Environmentalismwasborn・The  

firstEarthDaywasheldin1972．  

OneoftheearlyattemptstosoundawarningcamefromM．I．Ⅰ．professorJayW Fbrresterwith  

hisbook仲brhlLb，namics（1973）．Wbrld功朋amicsisanattemptto“setforthadynamicmodelwhich  

interrelatespopulation，Capitalinvestment，geOgraPhicalspace，naturalresources，POllution，andfood  

production．”9usingacomputerto modelvariables on earth（population，CaPitalinvestment，natural  

resources，agriculturalcapacity；and pollution），Forrester discovered the modelhad a tendency to  

predictthathumanpopulationwould‖overshootandcollapse‖10   

ThewarnlngSinFbrrester’sbookwent，Ofcourse，unheeded，butenvironmentalismcontinuedto  

bepopularin alimited sort ofway；althoughindustrialization continued without abate throughthe  

1970sand1980s．AmericaimportedmoreandrnOreOileachyeartomakeupforitsenergyshorぬ11．  

Meanwhile，aS the1980s progressed，enVironmentalproblems cameinto sharper focus：global  

Warmlngbecame widely understoodas perhapsthe firstenvironmentalthreatthat threatensal11ife  

OnEarthinasystematicway（as opposedto thevaguerand morelocalizedproblem of“pollution”  

8 LesterThurov4DangerousCurrenLs（RandomHouse，1983），pp．34－36．  

9JayFbrester；抒brldDynamics．（Cambridge，MA：Wright－AllenPress，1973）p．1．  

10Ibid．，p．42．   
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decriedinthe1970s）．Amoresystematicapproachtoenvironmentalandsustainabilitystudiescame  

intobeingasacademicsbegantotrytounderstandinmoredetailhowexactlythecomplexforces  

inherentinthenaturalworldwouldprecipitateglobalcollapseofpopulations・  

Tbthatend，in1988，JosephThinterpublished771eCbllqPseqfCbn4）lexSocieties．WhileFbrrester  

hadusedacomputerprogramwhichpluggedinvariables suchas〟population〃，〃naturalresources〃  

and〃e鮎cts of pollution〃，and extrapolatedfuture results to盲ndthe polnt Where population  

OVerWhelmed supporting structures and〃co11apsed〃，Thinter undertook a systematic study ofpast  

COmplex civilizations which hadalready collapsedin order toinvestigate exactly WHY societies  

COllapsed・Thinter，sfindingscenteredonfourconcepts：11  

1・humansocietiesareproblem－SOIvingorganizations；  

2．soc10POliticalsystemsrequlreenergyfortheirmaintenance；  

3．increasedcomplexitycarrieswithitincreasedcostspercapita；and  

4．investmentinsociopoliticalcomplexityasaproblem－SOIvingresponseoftenreachesapoint  

Ofdecliningmarginalreturns．  

7hinterwdtes，“tOtheextentthatcollapseisduetodeclinlngmarglnalreturns，itisaneconomiz王将  

process．It occurs whenit becomes necessary to restore marglnalreturn on organizational  

investment to a more favorablelevel．”12In a societyin collapse，SOCialunits（these may be  

individuals，血milies，Villages，etC．，thattogethercomprise thelargersociety）丘ndthatitis nolonger  

intheirinteresttosupportthegovernmentthattheyhaveheretoforesupported．Thesocietysimply  

decomposes as units fallawayand seekto fend forthemselves．The centralgovernmentalunitis，  

meanwhile，intoomuchdisarray（theculminationofaprocessthathasbeenhappeningal1alongand  

Whichis symptOmatic ofthe problem）to do much aboutthe newindependentinitiatives whichthe  

SOCialunits aretaking．“Socialunitsthatcomprisea（collapsing）complexsocietyperceiveincreased  

advantagetoastrategyofindependence，andbegintopursuetheirownimmediategoalsratherthan  

thelong－termgOalsofthehierarchyこ〃13  

Thinter raises theissue ofthe sustainability of modern WesternCivilization．Our society has  

evolved to an unprecedentedlly highdegree of complexity；Which requlreS eVer higherlnputS Of  

energy；andwithout“newlnputSOfenergy”14Thinterseesglobalcollapseofmoderncivilizationtobe  

acertainty；adding，“althoughco11apseisaneconomicadjustment，itcanneverthelessbedevastating  

Wheremuchofthepopulationdoesnothavetheopportunityortheabilitytoproduceprlmaryfood  

resourCeS・Many contemporary societies，particularlythose that are highlyindustrialized，Obviously  

fa11into this class．”15   

Inalateressayentitled“Complexity；ProblemSolving，andSustainableSocieties”（1996）Thinter  

acknowledges fossilfuels andtheindustrialization which they poweredas a profound aberrationin  

11Joseph′minteち771eCbl14i）SedCb”ゆIexSocieties（Cambridge：CambridgeUniversityPress，1988），p．194．  

12Ibidリp．198．  

13Ibid．，p．121．  

14Ibidリp．215．  

15Ibid．，p．209．   
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human history：“What setindustrialism apartfrom allthe previous history ofour species wasits  

relianceonabundant，COnCentrated，high－qualityenergyl”16 Tbinterusesthisessaytowarnreaders  

andlisteners（it was nrstgiven as a plenary address at the ThirdInternationalMeeting of the  

InternationalSocietyforEcologicalEconomics）thatthe consequences ofignoring“wherewearein  

history”17wouldconstitutea“great血ilureofthepracticalapplicationofecologicaleconomics”．18  

Thebasicmethodology（calculatingthemarginalrateofreturn（ofinvestmentsinenergy－and  

resource capture））on eachfurthertechnologicaldevelopmentin a society）whichThinterappliedin  

his examination ofthe collapse ofdifferentsocietieswas alsousedbyCornellanthropologist David  

Price to consider physicaland motile transformations ofspecies as they adapted toimprove their  

Ownenergy－CaPtming strategies over eons（geologicaltime）．Price，a reSearCh associate at Cornell  

University’s Population and Development Program，eXamines energy－Captunng Strategies ofspecies  

OVerthehistoryofevolutioninhisarticle“EnergyandHumanEvolution”19．Eachinnovation（Brst  

Photosynthesis，thenmobilityoftheorganismitself，thentheabilitytouseenergyextrasomatically）  

allowedfurtherimprovementsin energy－Capturing strategies（passively receiving sunlight，graZing，  

hunting，miningforcoal，drillingforoil，etC．）  

Humanbeingsareseenasthemostevolutionari1yadvancedspeciesbecausetheirstrategiesfor  

energycapture are so technologicallyadvanced，andlargely extrasomatic．But Price seesus alsoas  

Slavesengagedinthelaboriousprocessofreleaslngenergy；Wherevenandinwhateverform，We丘nd  

it・Aslongas excess energyis stored，Price argues，theSecondLawofThermodynamics（“energy  

nows from areas ofgreater concentration to areas oflesser concentration，andlocalprocesses run  

down”20）thatit must be released．Therefore，Price writes，“the human species maybe seen as  

having evoIvedin the service of entropy；andit cannot be expected to outlast the dense  

accumulations ofenergythathavehelpedde丘neitsniche．Humanbeingsliketobelievetheyarein  

COntrOloftheirdestiny；butwhenthehistoryoflifeonEarthisseeninperspective，theevolutionof  

HomosaplenSismerelyatransientepisodethatactstoredresstheplanet，senergybalanCe・‖21  

Priceseesthedevelopmentofsingle－Ce11edlifeformsasthestart．Theselifeformsdied，their  

COllected energywas stored underground whereitbecame whatwe now callfossilfuels．AIso，the  

lifeformsevolvedintoautotrophsandthenheterotrophs・WhereasThintersawtheprocessofenergy  

COllection and socialcomplexity as evolving over decades and centuries for agiven society；Price  

sees energy capture and biological specialization and complexity for an organism or group of 

Organismsasevolvingovereons．Humansareattheveryendoftheevolutionarychain，andareable  

16Joseph Thinteち“Complexity；Problem Solving，and Sustainable Societies”，h・Om GettingDou］n tO励眈   

伽cticalApPlicationsqfEcolqgicalEconomics，Wムshington，D・C，IslandPress，1996）．p．10（Mypagenumbers  

refertotheversionofthis essaypublishedontheWorldWideWeb．）  

17Ibidリp．13．  

18Ibid．．  

19 DavidPrice“EnergyandHumanEvolutionけ，fromR＊ulationandEnvironment：A  

Studies，Vblume16，Number4，March1995，pp．301－319．（My page numbers refertothe WorldWideWeb  
VerSionpublishedontheInternet．）  

20Ibidリp．2．  

21Ibid．，p．1．   
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（unlikeothercreatureS）touseenergyextrasomatical1y；thatis，OtltSidethebodylPriceseesusasnot  

atal1incontrolofourcollectivedestinyasaspecies：“WらareCaughtup，aSOrganicbeings，inthe  

naturalprocessesthroughwhichtheearthacceptsenergyh：Omthesunandthenreleasesit．”22  

Price claimsthatwe arenotgolngtO be able to maintain anysort ofcontrolinthe“spiraling  

collapse〃23thathe sees as muchmorelikelythan〟aworldpopulationheldconstant，inbalance〃．24  

Priceasserts thatalthough“thenotionofbalanceinnatureis anintegralpartoftraditionalwestern  

COSmOlogyl．…SCiencehasfoundnosuchbalanCe・Accordingtothe SecondLawofThermodynamics，  

energyflows＆omareasofgreaterconcentrationtoareasoflesserconcentration，andlocalprocesses  

rundown．Livingorganismsmayaccumulate energytemporarilybutinthefu11nessoftime，entrOpy  

prevails. While the tissue of life that coats the planet Earth has been storing up energy for over 

three bi11ion years，it cannot do soinde丘nitelylSooner orlateちenergy that accumulates must be  

released．Thisis thebioenergeticcontextinwhich Homo saplenS eVOIved，anditaccountSforboth  

thewildgrowthofhumanpOPulationanditsimminentcollapse・‖25  

Priceconcludes：“TheshorttenureOfthehumanSpeCiesmarksaturnlngpOlntinthehistoryof  

life on Earth・Befbre the appearance ofHomo saplenS energy WaS being sequesteredmore rapidly  

thanitwasbeingdissipated・ThenhumanbeingsevoIved，Withthecapacitytodissipatemuchofthe  

energythathadbeensequestered，partial1yredresslngtheplanet’s energybalance．Theevolutionof  

aspecieslikeHomosaplenSmaybeanintegralpartoftheliftprocess，anyWhereintheuniverseit  

happenstooccurlAslife develops，autOtrOphs expandandmakeaplace forheterotrophs・Iforganic  

energylS SequeSteredin substantialreserveS，aS geOlogicalprocesses are bound to do，then the  

appearanceofaspeciesthatcanreleaseitisal1butassured．Suchaspecies，eVOIvedintheservice  

Ofentropy・quicklyreturnSitsplanettoalowerenergylevel・InaneVOlutionarylnStant，itexplodes  

andisgone・〃26   

Price’s assertion thatwe are“caughtup，aS Organicbeings，inthe naturalprocessesthrough  

Which the earth accepts energy＆omthe sunand then releasesit”strikes me asjustthe place  

Whereartstepsintorespondtomankind’splight．Thesentence，initscontextinascienti鮎article，  

hasabland，matter－Of－factnesstoit・協tifweimaglneitasasentencepennedbyapoetsuchas  

JohnUpdike（anditseemstometobeasentencewhichhecouldhavecomeupwitheasily），then  

thesentencetakesonasortoftragl－COmicironyenveloplngallourexperienceandshadingallour  

activities；Suddenlyhumanlives，SOmeaningfu1andfu1lofjoyandsorrow；areSeenaSnOmOrethan  

theuniverse’swayofreleaslngStOredenergylThesentenceprovidesaviewofman，slifeasfated，  

打omitsonglnSinaway；forexample，thatcuriouslyechosthefatedecreedbytheGodaftertheFall  

OfManinGenesis：‖inthesweatofthy血ceshaltthoueatbread，tillthoureturntotheground＝．27  

WearelivingorganismsfatedtocaptureandreleasestoredenergylnWhateverformweencounterit  

22Ibid．，p．2．  

23Ibid．，p．12．  

24Ibid．，p．12．  

25Ibid．，P．2．  

26Ibid．，p．12．  

27 Genesis，Chapter3，VerSe19．   
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untilwe die．   

Thisviewoflifeas an essential1ymeanlngless questwithoutanyClearpurposebuttogetup  

andrepeatthesamerOutineofeating（andworking，tOPrOVideforfood）thenextday；alsobrings  

famouslinesfromShakespeare’splay“Macbeth”to mind（andUpdikeusedtheselinesinhisstory  

“Tbmorrow and tomorrow and so forth”（1955））．And we know that Updike was haunted by  

existentialworriesatonepointinhisyouth：  

Tbmorrow；andtomorrow；andtomorro叩  

Creepsinthispettypacefromdaytoday  

Tbthelastsyllableofrecordedtime／  

AndallouryesterdayshavelightedfooIs  

Thewaytodustydeath．  

Out，Out，briefcandle！  

Life’sbutawalking shadow；apOOrplayer  

Thatstrutsand血・etShishouruponthestage  

And thenis heard no more．  

Itisataletoldbyanidiot，fu1lofsoundandfury  

Signifyingnothing〃・28  

Theselines glVe a traglC CaSttOal11ived experience as〃a petty pace〃，Ourlives merely a  

wearisome routine：“tOmOrrOW and tomorrow and tomorrow”．Boththis phrase and the expression  

〃Thelastsy11ableofrecordedtime‖alsobringsuptheideaofhumanlifeasbutonebriefinterlude  

inalongprogressionofgeologicaltime・  

A scientist such as David Price，does not，Of course，aSSert thatlifeis meaningless（or  

meaningfu1，eitherlforthatmatter）．Inthecontextofhiswork，therearenoexistential1ytroublingor  

tragic－COmicovertonestotheconclusionsofhisresearchonthehumanroleinenergyexpenditure  

andentropy・Soitislefttoanartisttopointtheseoutandtousethemasconundrumscentraltohis  

work，“PrOblems thathave no solutions‖29・Inthe contextofUpdike，slife，Onthe East Coast of  

America，hrstinPennsylvania，thenatHarvard，thenNewYbrk City，thenMassachusetts，between  

theyearsof1930upuntil1975，energyrelease（orentropy）wasproceeding，aSIhavenotedalready；  

atarapid，eVen（withinrecordedhumanhistory）umPreCedentedrate・Theenergybeingputtouse  

waspetroleum・The extrasomaticmeansfavoredforthe entropy－Seekingrelease wastheinternal  

combustionenglneuSedtopowercarsandtrucks・   

Carsandtrucksareimportant，Ofcourse，because Pricemakes onecrucialdistinctionbetween  

ourmodernmethodsofharnessingtheenergyoffossilfuelsandtheharnessingofwood／solarnlydro－  

powerenergywhichouranCeStOrSemPloyedforeons・Theuseoffossilfuelswhichcontainsomuch  

28 WilliamShakespeare，“Macbeth”ActVscene5，1ines19－28・  
29 Updike’saidthisinaninterview   
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available stored energy；yetWhichhumans didnotuseduringthethousands ofyears overwhichwe  

evolved，effectively；Price asserts，makes us anintroducedspecies onourownplanet・30price says  

thatitisthispolntWhichspellsdisasterforusinthenearfuture，aSfossilfuelsareusedup．Native  

SPeCies can develop a state ofequilibriumwhere their numbers arebalancedby thelimits oftheir  

environment．Butintroducedspecies，Whichiswhatwebecamewhenwestartedtousefossilfuels，  

accordingtoPrice，gOthrougharapidproliferationandthenarapiddie－0ffwhentheenergysourceis  

COnSumed．Likelightening，fossilfuelenergystreakedacrosstheskyofhumancultureandproduced  

acomplexeffect（asThinterwrites，“fossilfuelsmadeindustrialism，andallthatnowedftomit（such  

as science，tranSpOrtation，medicine，emPloyment，COnSumerism，highーteChnology war；and  

contemporarypolitics）asystemofproblemsoIvingthatwassustainableforseveralgenerations”31）．  

Andletusnotforgetthatmagazinepublishing，Whichis wheremostofUpdike’s short story output  

WaSfirstdirected，fitintothisproblem－SOlvingsystemtoo．Theculturedemandedit，  

HiddenWarnlngSinUpdike’s Storie＄  

Itis Updike’sartisticgeniustocaptureandconveysomeofthemysteryofthisproblem－SOIving  

（thatis，Culture－making）process．His workis both responding to the existentialproblem－SOIving  

demands ofreadersand created out ofthe problems which arose from the human response toits  

Situationin the universein this particular tirne and place．AsUpdike says，“Iwish to describe  

merely the Novelas aproduct ofprivate enterpnse，forwhicha marketis createdwhen the state，  

thetribe，OrChurch，withdrawsitself血・Omtheemotionalsectorofanindividual，slife・〃32updikesays  

“the Novel”，but he could as easily have said“the short story”．Many critics have noted the  

COnditions（the beginnings oftheIndustrialRevolution）when the novclreached the summit ofits  

form．Butitis myintentionto examine some ofUpdike’s shortstories as a product ofhis time，a  

timewhenfossilfuelswerebeingusedatanunprecedentedrate．   

2・1．“TheOrphanedSwimmingPool”（1962）：ApocalypticⅥなrning  

Updike’sstory“TheOrphanedSwimmingPool”（1969）（writtentwoyearspriortotheU．S．peak  

Ofoilproduction，andatatimewhentherateofoilproductionwasalreadynoticeablyslowingdown）  

is，Ithink，hisslnglebesttreatmentofthe“proliferationanddieqoff”patternthatPricedescribesas  

OCCumngWhenaspeciesissuddenlyabletotapanewandsignificant，butultimatelylimited，SOurCe  

Ofenergy Amarriedcouple，LindaandBradThrner；buildaswimmlngpOOlintheirbackyard．Fbra  

COuple ofyears they are happy；SWimmlnglntheirpoolandhavingpoolparties togethen butthen  

BradhasanafEairanddestroyshismarrlage・LindaandthechildrenneetoherparentsinOhioand  

BradmovesinwithhismistressinNewYbrk CitylAftertheirdeparture，thepoolrapidlybecomes  

a popular spot fbr allcitizens ofthe town to swimin．Updike provides details which recallfervid  

30 Price，p．7．  

31Thinter；Op・Cit■，〟complexity；ProblemSoIvingandSustainableSocities〃，p．10．  

32 Hunt，771e77meSecret77d噸ゞ，p．210．   
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growthandproliferation：“ThatJulywas thehottestintwenty－SeVenyearS…‥．Peoplebroughttheir  

OWnlawnfurnitureinstationwagonsandsetitup．1もen－age O鮎pringandSwissau－palrgirlswere  

establishedaslifeguards・Anylonropewithflotationcorks，meanttOdividethewadingend丘・Omthe  

divingendofthepool，WaSfoundcoiledinthegarageandreinstalled…．．．Whenpeople，thatJuly；Said，  

“Meetyouatthepool，‖theydidnotmeanthepublicpoolpasttheshopplngCenter；Orthecountry  

Clubpoolnearthe嵐rsttee．TheymeanttheThrner，s．”33   

More and more people use the pool．“Restrictions on admission were difBcult to enforce  

tactfu11y”34，isamarvelouslydryandumderstatedrestatementofthedilemmafhcingpopulationand  

immlgration－COntrOladvocates・Thelist ofpeopleuslngthepoolhasacertain“global”qualitytoit，  

mirrorlng the spread andintermlngling ofpeoples since fossilfuels were employed to powerjet  

travel：‘Avisiting Methodist bishop，tWO Tもiwanese economists，an entiregirls’softbal1teamh・Om  

Darien，aneminent Canadian poet，the archery chamPlOn OfHartford，the six members ofablack  

rockgroup calledThe GoodIntentions，aneX－mistress ofAlyKhan，thelavender－haired mother－in－  

1awofaNixon adviser not quite ofCabinetrank，aninfantofsixweeks，amanWhowas killedthe  

next dayontheMerrittIねrkway；a Filipino who couldstay onthe poolbottomforeighty seconds，  

twoTbxanswhokept cigarsintheirmouthsandhats ontheirheads，three telephonelinemen，  

expatriate Czechs，a Student Maoist丘・Om Wbsleyan，and the postman allswam，aS gueStS，inthe  

Thrners，pool，thoughnot allat once．”35The proliferative phasealso encompasses reproduction：  

‘Afterthedaytimecrowdebbed…‥therewasatideofeveningactivity；tryStS（Mrs．Klee丘eldandthe  

NichoIson boy；mOSt nOtOriously）and what some cal1ed，OVerdramatically；Orgies．”3G A允er the  

proliferative phase，the die－0ffhappens rapidly：‘August drewin，With cloudy days．Children grew  

boredwith swimmlng．Roscoe Chace went onvacationtoItaly；thepump broke down，andno one  

repairedit．Deaddragonfliesaccumulatedonthesurhceofthepool．Smalldeludedtoadshoppedin  

andswamaroundandaroundhopelessly＝〃37   

ThenUpdike glVeS uS aVision oftheaftermath ofthe apocalypse，theresultofthe die一蝿in  

thesentencesthatfollow Linda，atlastreturned丘omMinneapoliswiththechildrentothedeserted  

houseandpool，SurveyS the damagefrom awindow overlookingthepool．“Thegrass around（the  

pool）wasgreenfromsplashing，SaVeWherealong－1yingtowelhassmotheredarectangleandleftit  

brown．AluminumfurnitureshedidnltrecognlZelaystrewnandbroken．Shecountedadozenbottles  

beneath the glass－tOpped table．The nylon divider had parted，andits two halves noated  

independentlylThe blueplasticbeneaththecolorless watertriedto make acheerfu1，Otherworldly  

statement，butLinda sawthatthepoolintruthhadnobottom，itheldbottomlessloss，itwas one  

hugebluetearlThankGodnoonehaddrownedinit・Exceptherln38Inthisscene，LindasurVeySthe  

ike，771eEar＆Stories即ewⅥ）rk：A敗edA・Kropf，2003）p・444■  p
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wreckage ofthe poolareaasaGod，fromadistanceandinthefuture，mightsurveyblueplanet  

EarthstrewnWiththewreckageofapetroleum－dependentculturethatsimplycollapsedwhenthe  

energyranout：emptyandruined convenience stores，fa11ing－downskyscrapers，CraCked，deserted  

SuPedlighways，nuClear－bombed－OutCities．“Onehugebluetear”，indeed・   

Thestorylinksthisproliferationanddie－0ffeventwithpetroleumenergylThe鮎stsentenceof  

the story even alludes to the concepts of energy and entropy（which happens when energyis  

released）：“Marriages，1ikechemicalunions，releaseupondissolutionpacketsoftheenergylockedup  

intheirbonding・〃39carsandtruCks，theheroicliberatorsoftheentropyofoil，also丘gurestronglyln  

thisstory：‖OneSaturdayearlyin血gust，themornlngfoundanunknowncarwithNewYbrkplates  

parkedinthedrivewaylButcarSOfal1sortsweresocommon－theparkingtangle打equentlyextended  

intotheroad－thatnothingmuchwasthoughtofit…．”40  

ThenlrnerS，marnageprovidesthenarrativethreadwhichparal1elstheriseandfallofthepool，  

andin eachcrucialdevelopmentinthe story ofthe maritalbreakup，CarS OrtruCks appear11inking  

petroleum energy to the whole catastrophe．Besides the“unknownCar With New Ybrk plates”of  

Brad’slover；thebulldozerswhichbuildthepoolappear：“Onebulldozersankintothemudandhadto  

bepulled血・eebyanother”41，andthecarS Oftheproliferatingguestsappear：“PeOplebroughttheir  

Own1awnfurnitureinstationwagons”；“theparkingtangleextendedintotheroad”．Note，tOO，that  

Vaguelyannoylng Orunpleasantthings arelinkedtothesecars andtrucks：Onebulldozerwas stuck，  

aparkingtangle extendedinto the road；Updike usesthese unpleasantassociations to undercutthe  

acceptedAmericanbeliefthat cars are good．But cars are not simply unpleasant here．Reliance on  

themis downright dangerous：Bradand hismistress drive to Brad’s house one evenlng and are  

trappedin the houseal1the fbllowlng day：Because Bradisin themiddle ofgetting a divorce，he  

mustnotbeseenwithanotherwoman．ThepooIvisitorsseethecarandwonderwhoseitcouldbe．  

Brad and his mistress thus must hideinside the house．  

Updike’s descrlption ofBradandhis mistress hidingintheir house allday“1ikefugitivesin a  

CaVe，feedingonloveandicewater；tiptoeingbarefoottothedepletedcupboards，Whichthey；arrlVlng  

latelast night，had hoped to stockin themornlng，nOt foreseelngthe onslaught ofinterlopers that  

wouldpinthemin〃42，PrOVidessomedetailsabouthowUpdikeviewstheprecariousandundesirable  

Situationofmodernman・First，Updikeimpliesthatthereisacertainlackofforesightinourrushto  

use a11avai1able petroleum energy；basing our economy and materialnecessities on something  

transient and finite・When petroleum energylS gOne，What kind of predicament might we点nd  

OurSelvesin？LikeBrad，rnOdernmanwi11betrappedinaplace（amoderncity；aSuburb，atOWn），  

“pinned”in by cementandwith no truCks to stock the depleted shelves ofthe grocery stores．  

Updike’svisionhereisalongsimilar1inestoThinter，swarnlngthat〃collapsecanbedevastatingwhere  

muchofthepopulationdoesnothavetheopportumityortheabilitytoproduceprlmaryfoodstufEs．”43  
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But，tranSCending simpleal1egory；Updikealso reaches backin time to present Brad andhis  

mistress，Cloakedin their shame，aS Adam and Eve，anOther palr Oflovers who actedwithout  

foresight and then tried to hide，naked，from view Many allusionsin this story are biblicaland，  

especially；refertotheFhllofMan，reinforcingBradandhismistressasAdamandEve短ures．Thus  

‖theTbrners，sideyardlookedinfernal〃44duringtheconstructionofthepool，butりaheavenlyblue〃45  

afterwards；inthelullafter Lindaleaves butbefbre theuninvitedguestsbegintheircarouslng，the  

unusedpool＝lookedpoISOnOuSandashamed〃45，andso＝thepostman，Stu蝕1gOVerduenoticesand  

unanswered solicitationsinto the mailbox，aVerted his eyes‖46・The biblicalreferences put the  

situationinto moral－historicalperspective．Thus Updike doesn’t believe that the blameis allours；  

actlng Without too much foresightis something born to us，a part Of our nature．In this sense，  

UpdikealsosharessomethingofDavidPrice’smoreevolutionaryViewiWhichseesusas“caughtup”  

and“notincontrol”．Thename“nlrner”representsUpdike’se放）rttOalludetoevolutionary“turnS”  

OrChanges andtherefore partially excuseus h：Omblamefor ourpredicament．Or；tOPutitanother  

way，had notAdam and Eve eatenthe apple，theirchildren orsomeone elsewouldhave，andthen  

theresultingcultureWOuldhavebelongedtotheminstead．Oncecreated，theapplewasfatedtobe  

eaten．（More scientifically speaking，it was血ted to haveits energy released by anotherliving  

Organismifnecessary）TheSecondLawofThermodynamicsdemandedit．  

The血：t that human and environmentaltragedy－Seen reSPeCtively as the dissolution of the  

¶ユrnerS，marrlage，and the wreckage ofthe poolarea－－enSueS打om this situationis besides the  

point・We areverytiny；Veryminoractorsinahugematerialdrama，aneXChange ofenergy；being  

playedoutingeologicaltimeamonghugeentities：thesolarSyStern，thesun，theuniverse・Linda’s  

sense of being erased and“drowned”（“Thank God no one had drownedinit・Except her”）is  

Updike，swayofarticulatingourpunyrandevenfatal－unimportanceinthevastcosmos・Updikefeels  

thehumansituationtobesounbearablethathemustal1ude，inhisdescriptionofLinda’sappearance  

（“a丘ne－bonedblondwithdryblueeyesandlipsusuallyheldpartedandcrinkledasifabouttoask  

aworrisome，OrWhimsical，queStion”47）tothequestionofwhywearehere，ifitisonlytosatisfy  

therequlrementSOfphysical1awsoverwhichwehavenocontrol・Ytt，hehasnoanSWerS，aSWhen  

Lindareturnsh・OmMinneapolis，〃herlipslookeddrierandmorequizzicalthanever；Stilltryingto  

framethattroublingquestion・〃48   

That otherspeciesmightevoIveafterusis also apointnotneglectedbyUpdike：inthelast  

sentence，“．．．the（Thrner，s house）wassold，tOafamilywithtoddlinginfantS，Whoforsafety’ssake  

havenotonlydrainedthepoolbutsealeditoverwithironplpeSandaheavymesh，andputwarnlng  

slgnSarOund，aSarOundachaineddog〃49Hisword‖warn1ng〃andthebleakimageofironplPeSand  

43 Thinter；772e Coll郎SCqfCbl坤IexSocieties，P．209．  

44Ibid．，The EarlyStories，p．442．  

45Ibid．，p．445．  

45Ibid．，p．443．  

46Ibid．，p．443．  

47Ibid．，P．442．  

48Ibid．，p．445．   
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a chained dog且nally completes his message：he has warned us of theloglCaloutcome of our  

PetrOleum－basedindustrialsocietyin this story；but he knows that he cannot change our fate・  

“Whrnlng SlgnS”aremeanlnglessto“toddlinginfants”whocan’tread，andwhonaivelybelievethat  

the“GoodIntentions”（the name of the black rock group who uses the Thrner’s pool）of their  

SOCietywi11meangoodresultsforeveryone，foral1time．  

“TheIndian”（1962）：tJnsettlingⅥsion  

“TheIndian”（1962），PreSentS a di鮎rent，but related vision of the end of modern Western  

industrialsociety：While“TheOrphanedSwimmlngPool”isaboutenergy；entrOPy；earthandsunand  

mancaughtupinthese，anunknowlngVictimoftheuniverse’sdesiretoredressenergyimbalances，  

“TheIndian”，Written seven years ear1iel；has a more historica11y centeredlocus．Physics and  

astronomyarenowheretobeseen；thisstoryisbasedmoreonhistory；eCOnOmicsandanthropologyl  

ThecultureofmodernAmerica（asmanifestedinaNewEnglandtown）is seeninperspectivetobe  

ephemeral，Clueless，andabovea11（touseJosephThinter’sphrase）not“aware ofwherewe arein  

history”．   

“TheIndian”canbetermeda“prosepoem”morethanatraditionalshortstorywithaplot・The  

StOry且rst provides a brief（and丘ctional，althoughdevastatingly realistic）sketch ofthe history of  

Thrbox，Updike’s丘ctionalvi11agein Massachusetts．From the first sentence on，the focusis on  

economic upheavaland change：“Thetown，inNewEngland，OfThrbox，reStrained血－Om embraclng  

the sea by a margln Of tawny salt marshes，locatesits downtown four milesinland up the  

Musquenomenee River；Whichceasestobetidalatthewaterfallofthe oldhosierymill，nOWglVen  

overtothemanufactureofplastictoys・‖50Thelossofnaturalresourcesandchangesinoccupations  

andwaysoflifearethemainfocus．The“economy”：isall“（Earlysettlersin1634）furledtheirsails  

and slowly rowed，eaCh boat equlppedwith four oarlocks，in search offirmland，throughmarshes  

thatmustappear；nOWthattheirgrassisnolongerharvestedbymendrivinghorsesshodingreat  

wooden discs，muCh the sametoday as they didthen－thoughundoubtedly the naturalabundance of  

ducks，CraneS，Otter；and deer has been somewhat diminished・〃51There was the‖handmaid－1ace  

industry”，“Whichreachedits peakjustbeforetheAmericanRevolution”，0nly tobe“destroyedby  

theIndustrial Revol11tion”；52“the textile mills，neVer numerOuS，Were finally emptied by the  

industrialization ofthe South‖．53Now；りsmal1enterprlSeS〃，‘‘electronicin themainりare stavlngOfE  

“decisive depression．”54Details concern economic changes；jobs，reSOurCeS uSed，businessesand  

industries whichhavecomeandgone．  

Almost every sentenceis constructed（insome cases contorted）so that theinformation  
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imparted ends up by referrlng tO Changes brought by manin pursuit of a earnlng aliving：the  

Clammerswho＝exploitthesoleveinofpro丘tleftinthenameofoldMusquenomeneeけ，a川shadowy  

Chief”whosebodyis rumoredto be buried“supposedlyupright，SOmeWhereinthe woods onthe  

Side ofFarHillwhereevennownohouseshaveintruded，thoughthetractisrumoredtohavebeen  

SOld to a developer”．55The churchis mentioned once，aS a Subject whose photographis now  

川postcards purchasable at allfourlocaldrugstores〃・56updike，s message mustbe thatthe white  

Settlers，byfocuslngrelentlesslyonaccrulngeCOnOmicadvantage，havedistortedorcontortedtheir  

relationshipwiththeland．   

A氏errelating the economic history ofThrbox，Updike describes the downtowninits current  

form．Here also，the changes broughtbyman’s economicactivities are noted：“aneWWooIworth’s  

with a noblehcadeofcorrugatedlaminatedFiberglas hasbeenerectedonthesiteofaburned－Out  

tenement”57；Thrboxdoesnothave“thatstaringstretchofblankshopwindowswhichdesolatesthe  

largermi11townS tO the north and west〃58；The narrator notes that〃the explosive thrust of  

superhighwaysthroughthelandhas sprinkledonthetownacosmopolitangarnish”・59Inthelast  

sectiondescribing′mrbox，Updikerelatesthestoryof“afoolishyoungmatron，nOStalgicfor「ねsssar”  

who＝openedacombinationpapetbackbookstoreandartgallery〃・60   

Updikenestlesatru1yshockingobservationinrelationtotheabovebookstoreinthesentence  

whichfo1lowsit：“Indeed，thewholestreetislaidopentoanaccusatorychorusofbrightlypackaged  

titlesbyFreud，Camus，andthoseothersthroughwhosemasterworksourcivilizationmovestoward  

its doom．〃61Itis surprlSlngthatno criticsIhavereadseemto haveinvestigatedthis melancholy  

sentence as a thread runnlng throughUpdike’s oeuvre，nOr has this sentence seem to have been  

taken seriouslyatalleveninits contextinthisstoryこHowever；Updikemeanswhathesayshere・  

AndwhatheissaylnghereisthesamemeSSagethatiscapturedmorespeci鮎al1yandpointedlyin  

〃TheOrphanedSwimmlngPool〃：0ur〃Western〃lifestyleisnotsustainablebecauseitreliesonuslng  

naturalresourcesfasterthantheycanbereplenished．   

“TheIndian”，Written eight years prlOr tO“The Orphaned Swimmlng Pool”，Shows Updike’s  

intenseawareness ofthetranSience ofthe strategieswhichWesternculturehasadoptedto support  

itselfeconomically・Thus，thesecondhalfofthestorysetsWesterneconomiccultureinoppositionto  

the hunterqgatherereconomicculturepracticedbypeopleinmoreancienttimes・This oppositionis  

captured by the mysterious presence，in Thrbox，s downtown，Of an ＝Indian”，a manWhose  

“cheekbones，hisnever－fadedskin，thedelicatelittlejutofhisscowl，thewayhisverticallylinedface  

takes thelight，thelusterless black ofhis hairare allso profoundlyIndian that theimagination，  

surprisedbyhissilhouetteashesitsonthehydrantgaZlngaCrOSSatthechanglngfaceoftheliquor  
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store，effortlessly plants a feather at the back of his head〃・62White residents ofthe town feel  

uncomfortablearoundthismysteriousperson，CharaCterizedindirectlywiththetermりsavage〃62：his  

economic means ofsustenanceis not clear；his nameis notentirelyreliablykn0wn，yethe knows  

everyonebyname；he always sitsinthe window ofthenews store or againstthetelephone pole  

OutSide the drugstoreand watches the world go by yet doesn’t seem to partlClpateinit himself．  

Evenhisageisnotreliablyknown（“heissurelyolderthanfortyandyoumgerthansixty”63），andthe  

StOry ends mysteriously as an elderlyfemaleresident of′mrbox asserts thattheIndian“had been  

loiteringlnthecenterofthetownwhenshewasatlnygirlingingham．Andheisnooldernowthan  

hewasthen．”64  

Thestory’smiddlesectionechoesatechniqueusedinthe蝕■stChapterofMelville’sMb如Dick，  

as the reader；addressedas“you’’，is broughtintothe丘■ay：“Even thoughyou are ayoung mutual  

fund analyst newly boughtinto a neo－Saltbox on the beach road and downtownOn a Saturday  

morningtorentawal1papersteamer；he（i．e：theIndian）smilesifhecatchesyoureye，1iftshishand  

lightly；andsays，“Goodmormng，Mrl－－－，“SuPplyingyourname．”65Moby Dick，alsoaboutⅥ厄stern  

Culture’s disastrous pattern ofconsumlngallnaturalresotlrCeS Whichsustainit，endswiththe utter  

destructionofeveryonesaveone（“thenallcollapsed，andthegreatshroudofthesearolledonasit  

rolledfive thousandyears ago”66），andthis apocalypticnotionis，Ibelieve，embeddedwithin“The  

Indian”inits obliquenarrationalreferenceto MobyDick，aSWellasopenlystated．  

Thismessageis also encodedinthe oppositionbetweenthemysteriouspresence oftheIndian  

and the ordinary citizens oflもrbox．TheIndian serveS tO undercut the cheerfuloptimism of the  

WhitecitizensofThrbox；hemakesthemuncomfortablewithhisknowlngneSSandhislackofinterest  

in sharingtheirwayoflife．The character oftheIndianthereforebothreinfbrcesandunderlines the  

temporal，tranSientnature oftheWhiteMan’s economylHispresenceis thelonger；mOre enduring，  

moreinscrutable．lmplicitis Updike’s message that our modern Western economy must be a  

transientphasein the world’s history；thathunter瑠athererwayswillprevai1againofnecessityone  

day：  

Petroleumisalsoimplicatedsincethe narratoris seeninacar（“Ybu丘ndthatyoumust drive  

down to the beach once a week oritislike a week withoutlove〃67；‘An appal1ing snicker  

materializesin the darkness on the血・Ont Seat beside you as you drive your babysitter；dear Mrs．  

Knowlton，home to her shuttered house on a back road：，68）Updike clearly assumes his readers  

belong to the technological1y petroleum－dependent Western economic system；they have cars，  

babysitters，andsuch．Byuslngthepronoun“you”here，heimplicatesus astheoneswiththemost  

toloseinthe decline he presents here，and thereforeimplicitly warns us，trylng tO Shake our  

62Ibid．，P．576．  

63Ibid．，p．577．  

64Ibid．，p．578．  

65Ibid．，p．576．  

66 HermanMelvi11eMbbyDick，p．822．  

67 Updike，Op．Cit．，P．577．  

68Ibidりp．577．   
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complacency as theIndian shakes the complacency ofthe Thfboxcitizens・Ytt，the second－PerSOn  

slngularnarratoralsofunctionstodefine，1nabasicway，thenarratordoingthespeaking，Whoseems  

tobearesidentof′mrboxwhohasacarandchildrenandlovesnaturalbeauty（atleastthismuchis  

knownabouthim）．HeisclearlynotanIndian；hiscircleofacquaintanCeSismadeupofpeoplelike  

the‖chunkyIrishdictatoroftheSchooIBuildingNeedsCommittee〃・Inshort，theauthormustbea  

part ofthe system heis callinginto question・Therefore we could say this storylS Subversive，  

indeedradical．69  

“packedDirt，Churchgoing，aDyingCat，altadedCar”（1961）：甘oublingIntimations  

Final1y；Iwouldliketo consideranevenearlierstory；1nWhichwecanseeUpdikesettingthe  

foundations forhislaterradicaland subversive environrnentalvision．In1961，attheage of29，John  

Updikewrotetheimportantstory‖PackedDirt，Churchgoing，aDyingCat，aTねdedCar‖・Thestory  

is dividedinto four sections．The玉rst one tells of a corner near the narrator’s house which was  

‘‘recentlywidenedsothatcarsgolngbackandforthtothesummercolonyonthepointwouldnotbe  

troubledtoslowdown…．Thebulldozers，hugeandyellowandloud，aPpearedonthestreetandbegan  

tognaw；itseemed，atthecornerofourhouse・Mythirdchild，aboynotyettwo，Camerunnlngfrom  

thewindowintearfu1panic．A丘erItriedtosoothehimwithaneXPlanation，hefo1lowedmethrough  

thehousesobbingandwailing〃，Sheen！，，Sheen！け70  

Thenarrator；aWriternamedDavidKern，takes stepstorecognlZehisownimplicitroleinthis  

environmentaldestruction：he uses the pronoun“we”toinclude himselftherein：“Wbin America  

have血・Omthebeginnlngbeencleavlngandbaringthe earth，attaCking，reformlngtheimmensltyOf  

naturewewereglVen・W畠haveexplored，Onbehalfofallmankind，thisparadox：themorematteris  

outwardlymastered，themoreitoverwhelmsusinourhearts・け71Thenarratoristhengladtonotice  

thatpeoplearewalkingandwearlngPathsawayonthecli鮎createdbythebulldozers・Hegoeson  

to write，HEvidence－gaPlngright－Of ways，aCreS merCilessly scraped，bleeding mountainsfu1lof  

muddy丘11－SurrOundsusofawarthatisincapableofceaslng，anditisgoodtoknowthatthereare  

nowenoughofustoexertacounterforce．tEcratersweretoappearinourlandscapetomorrow；the  

nextdaytherewouldbeusablepathsthreadingdowntheblastedsides・川72Thenarratoriscomforted  

to see that the foot－highclifEproduced by the bulldozers had been worn awayby children’s feet  

（“children，s feet，mOStly；for mostly children walkin our town－hadwornthe sharpness awayand  

molded alittle ramp by which ascent was easier73）．HumanS－the“counterforce”against the  

69（‖InaspecialeditionofTheBlueCloudQuarterly（Vol・17，nO・1），Updikepublishedboth‖TheIndianりanda   

commentaryinwhichhesaysthatThrboxislthearenaoftheDeclineoftheWest，・Amongotherthings，the   

Indian suggestsAmerica，s orlglnalman waitingin the shabby downtown areas for the current world to   
collapseandtherebyErestoretohim－primitiveman－hisprimalinheritance・’）＆om（771eOtherJohn坤dike，   

（Athens，Ohio：U．ofSouth CarolinaPress）byDonaldGreineちP．138．  

70 Updike，Op．Cit，，P．102．  

71Ibid．，p．103．  

72Ibid．．  

73 Ibid．   
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“’sheens”，areinastrangePOSition：WeCanregretanddislikethe“’sheens”，yetWedrivethemand  

usethem．Areweincontrolorarethey？  

Theansweris，Ofcourse，neitherandUpdikerecognlZeSthis，althoughDavidKern，thenarrator；  

may not．We truly are，agalnin the words of David Price writing37yearslater“organic beings  

Caught upln the processesin which the earth accepts energy丘■Om the sun・”In1961，Updike’s  

WOrds（“awarthatisincapableofceasing”）conveythe sameideaofthatthereis somethingnotof  

OurChooslnglntheprocessofliberatlngtheenergyfromfossilfuels．Ytt，in“PackedDirt…．”Updike  

may be bemoan1ng the fact that one ofthe mostimportant resources avai1able during hislifetime  

happens tobepetroleum：an energy SOurCe thatis丘nite，thathas a shorthistoryrelativetoman’s  

tenancyontheearth，thathasahighthermodynamice瓜ciency；andthatdemandsharnesslngthrough  

extrasomatic meanS（i．e．we can’t eatit directly but must employ丘ightening and unpleasant  

machines）．Bymentioning“thosefeetofstatues ofsaintswhich havelosttheirtoes to centuries of  

kisses”（p．103）heinvokes thelong eons whenhumans used onlylowere臨ciencybiomass energy  

（agricultureandwood）andremindsusthatforalongtimeinhumanhistory；peOplecouldnotrelyon  

technology to soIve their problems，b11t turned to“statues of saints”，（i．e．religion）with more  

humaneifperhapsless utilitarianresults：hand－CarVedstatuesandfootpaths．  

Concl11Sion：Synthesis  

In“TheOrphanedSwimmlngPool”，Updikewas to developthisthesisofmildregretintoareal  

Warnlng：petrOleumdependency willbe dangerous becauseit willtrap usin a mode oflife and  

economic systemwhichwewillnotbeable to maintainwhenthepetroleum energylS gOne．“The  

OrphanedSwimmlngPool”alsodiffers血omthe ear1iertwo storiesinthatthemain characteris not  

DavidKern，the血st－perSOnSingularnarratorof“PackedDirt”or“you”（theumnamedwhitecitizen  

Of¶正boxwho has children and a carandloves nature），butinstead，Updike uses characters who  

resideinthemore alienthird－PerSOnSlngularform：BradandLindaThrneこThereistherefbremore  

distancebetweenhimandthecharacters．Bythis，Updikeismostprobablyexpresslnghisalienation  

放omAmericanenergypolicy・Theresultsandtherami丘cationsofthispolicy；heseemstobesaylng，  

are nOlonger excusable as mere by－prOducts ofourunthinking human nature．Anyrationalperson  

（i・e・nOtthe“toddlinginfhnts”heseesascomprisingthevastmajorityofpeople）mustfeelalienated  

丘omthe short－Sighted politicaldecisions made toincrease dependence onpetroleum energywhen  

the outcome，0nly two years before Hubbert’s peakinAmerica and thirty some yearS beforeits  

Predictedpeakworldwide（in20050r2006），muSthavebeenabundantlycleartopolicymakers．Ytt，  

Updikehardlywishestohammerhispolnthomeagalnandagaln・Thesestoriesnumberonlythree；  

so many of his other stories touch on other topics. It is strange to say that the environmental 

apocalypse so many environmentalists have predicted may be only rather a minor thematic polnt  

WithUpdike，yetitseemsso．協thedidnotcompletelyneglectiteitheL   
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