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On the Footprints in the Temple of Ain Dara, Northern Syria

by Yutaka IKEDA

A large temple (38 x 32 m} dating from 1300 to 750 B.C. was unearthed during the excavations
on the site of Ain Dara in northern Syria during the seasons 1980-1985, The temple is astonishingly
similar to that of the Solomonic temple built on the mount of Jerusalem in the tenth century B.C.
Among the most impressive in the site are four huge bare human footprints (37cm long each)
carved into the limestone slabs lining the floor of the temple. This paper discusses the issue of the

diety to be related to the footprints and its historical and cultural implication.
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