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Cushitic-Omotic Studies on GIS

Hideyuki INUI

The aim of this paper is to report the present state of affairs of our project “De-
scriptive Studies on the Cushitic and Omotic Languages of Ethiopia, and Database
Construction based on GIS”, supported by the Ministry of Education, Science,
Sports and Culture, Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research (16401008).

Our project has performed two activities so far. First, we have made a digital
map of the Ethiopian languages based on GIS (Geographic Information System).
Second, we have constructed a database on the Internet, holding grammatical,
lexical, sound and video data we collected in our field surveys.

Although linguistic studies using GIS have only just started, there is no doubt
that this approach will be very useful for various studies such as field linguistics,

linguistic typology and historical linguistics.
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