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The Characteristics of Lessons Taught by Junior High School Teachers to Primary
School Students: Case Study of a Combined Primary-Secondary School

Naohiro HIGUCHI
Kazuhiro OCHIAI

A combined primary-secondary school was the target of our study. We clarified the characteristics of
lessons taught by a junior high school teacher to primary school children. In units and lessons, the teacher
incorporated learning activities in his lessons such as kurabeyomi, or comparative reading. For study materials,
he used his original worksheets and conducted tests following the same format as for junior high school
students. In terms of his teaching methods, he required children to answer questions based on their learning,
and also to reflect on their own statements and attitudes.

As the 5th grade teacher at the combined primary-secondary school, he encouraged the children to see
themselves as junior high school students and because of this he was able to sense the children's intelligence. He
helped them become conscious of their own actions, and kept some distance from the children while also
communicating with them at an intimate level. Also, being conscious of the requirements for private junior high
school and high school entrance examinations, he planned unique lessons that were different from the lessons in
primary school.

Another teacher at the primary school was also teaching primary school children together with secondary
school teachers targeting how to better understand children and how to teach Chinese characters. However,
there were some differences between primary and secondary students in the areas of note-taking methods and
the difficulty levels of tests. Finally, we considered both the implications and premises associated with junior
high school teachers teaching primary school children.
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