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Discourse Analysis about the Personal Territory of the Listener :
A Questionnaire Survey of Japanese Native Speakers,
and Korean and Chinese Japanese Learners

HEO Myeongja

[Abstract] The present study examines the ways in which the participants structured
their discourse, and what kinds of linguistic forms they used when speaking on
topics falling within the listener’s personal territory. The participants were native
speakers of Japanese, and Korean and Chinese learners of Japanese. The structural
components of the discourse were categorized as being either (1) calling, (2) proposition,
or (3) consideration to the listener. The findings show that a striking difference exists
between participant groups in terms of use of expressions related to consideration
of the listener.

Japanese native speaking participants were found to use polite expressions which
avoid entering into the personal territory of the listener, and to maintain a sense of
distance. In comparison, the Korean and Chinese learners of Japanese were found to
be direct in giving advice and making proposals, for example. Furthermore, the
results make clear that differences exist between the participant groups in regard to
the use of the modal expression yoo da, and honorific language.

[Keywords] Personal territory, Discourse structure, Linguistic form,
Considerate expressions
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