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Learning by Writing about Artistic Experiences
The Present Situation and Prospects in Senior High Schools

NAOE Toshio, University of Tsukuba

This paper examines the present situation and prospects of learning by writing about artistic experiences in
senior high schools. The author conducted a national survey on this topic in 2004-2005 by using interview
and questionnaire methods, and analyzed the respondents’ comments on their views of the role of writing
in art classes. The result reveals that writing as a reflection on the ideas and intentions of art making is the
most frequent practice in art classes instead of writing as a criticism on works of art. It also shows that
teachers admit the significance of writing not only in learning art appreciation but also in fostering
independent-minded attitudes and improving the quality of art making. Based on the findings in the survey,
the author organized a national contest of essays on art in three genres among senior high school students:
writing on art making, critiquing art, and reporting on the supportive activities in art. A summary of the

achievements in this contest and suggestions for future development are described.
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