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Designs of earthen ear ornaments in the Late and Final Jomon periods:
a case study at the Sagetomiyamae site in Abiko, Chiba

SUGIYAMA, Ayaka

Over 400 earthen ear ornaments dating back to the Late and Final Jomon periods were excavated
at the Sagetomiyamae site located in Abiko, Chiba. This paper aims to analyse them with regard to the
designs manifested in their decorative motifs and forms.

A majority of the ornaments were ring-shaped and tended to measure as much as approximately
6cm in diameter. Measurements of the portion of the ornament that passes through the earlobe reveal
that its diameter increased by Smm increments. This may reflect the fact that ornaments could have been
modified to larger sizes as openings in the earlobes stretched over time. Design analysis also revealed
that motifs found on the ornaments related to their shape and size. This may indicate that motifs were
chosen according to certain social contexts such as the wearer’s age and status through ceremonial rites
of passage. Motifs varied and some are also depicted in other items such as pottery and polished phallic-
shaped stone rods known as sekibo. Fashion, taste and social conventions of the time could explain the
preponderance of certain motifs. Motifs can be found in the interior rims of larger ring-shaped ornaments
and, thus, it is conceivable that the Jomon people of these periods consciously selected the pattern and

shape of ornaments in order to convey a strong sense of design in what they wore.

86



	0076
	0077
	0078
	0079
	0080
	0081
	0082
	0083
	0084
	0085
	0086
	0087
	0088
	0089
	0090
	0091
	0092
	0093
	0094
	0095
	0096
	0097

