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Based on the widely-shared assumption that climate change is partly related to deforestation and degradation of
forest ecosystems in the world, in Bangladesh natural disasters such as the rise of sea level, floods and powerful
cyclones have been considered to be critical issues of climate change. International Organizations such as UNDP have
identified Bangladesh as one of the most vulnerable countries to climate change and international donors have
provided aid programs related to climate change.

In this context, this thesis presents the original analytical framework of Community Forest Management (CFM),
explores the system of the CFM paradigm as a potential framework of forest communities to address their
vulnerability to climate change, and critically examines each aspect of the CFM paradigm presented in the analytical
framework from the historical and socio-political perspectives through two case studies in Bangladesh.

This thesis consists of nine chapters. The first chapter provides the core research questions, clarifies the key terms
of the thesis such as CFM and forest governance, and shows the thesis structure. This thesis intends to discuss the two
major roles of forests through the CFM paradigm. They are the roles of forests to contribute to livelihood security and
to reduce carbon emissions through reducing deforestation. In the context of these roles, this thesis constructs an
analytical framework of CFM with the following four levels of analysis: 1) underlying causes of vulnerability, 2)
outcomes of CFM in the senses of the adaptive capacity of forest dependent communities and forest-based carbon
mitigation, 3) process of CFM in the context of local institutional building and distribution of resources, and 4) key
determinant factors of CFM such as land tenure system, power relation of key actors and policy initiatives from
international donor agencies.

The second chapter focuses on the literature review, and provides an analytical framework for the thesis. By closely
examining the literature related to the forest-climate linkage, focusing on vulnerability, adaptation for livelihood
security, forest conservation and other key concepts, the author mentions that in the variety of existing research on

forest-based communities, little attention has been paid to the significance of community forest governance, and
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consequently few studies have focused on forest user groups at the local level in the context of forest management.

The third chapter discusses the Bangladeshi context of the vulnerability of forest to climate change. The author
reviews the chronological change of the situation of forest degradation in Bangladesh from the British colonial period
up to present, and examines the political, economic and social factors of vulnerability of forest communities in
Bangladesh.

The fourth chapter investigates the policy initiatives taken by the government related to forest sectors. The author
reassures that the forest policy had been formulated in a top-down, market-oriented paradigm throughout the 1960s
and 70s, and that it was only in the late 1980s that a community forestry project funded by the Asian Development
Bank started. Then the author focuses on the National Forest Policy 1994, which institutionalized participatory social
forestry, and the National Adaptation Program of Action (NAPA) which started in 2005. Subsequently the author
analyses the Bangladesh Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan 2008 (BCCSAP) and argues that the BCCSAP puts
more emphasis on forest dependent communities than NAPA.

The fifth and sixth chapters investigate the two case studies of CFM, focusing on how the impacts on the devolution
of forest management have been perceived by local people including the local forest users themselves. These two
chapters examine the CFM of the Sunderbans Mangrove Forest Area and the Chunuti Wildlife Sanctuary. By
scrutinizing vulnerability and livelihood security based on the CFM through interviews and other sources, the author
finds that the CFM paradigm of the Sunderbans case study area does not break the deep-rooted power relations within
the community, and that the livelthood security of the forest community should be better set up with multiple facilities
such as social safety nets or insurance facilities. In the survey of the protected area of the Chunuti Wildlife Sanctuary,
the author points out that while the CFM has brought certain benefits for the livelihood security, the CFM remains
under the influence of the local elite, forest user group not being yet an effective institution.

The seventh chapter analyzes donors’ influence on agenda-setting and formulating CFM projects. The author
examines the role and performance of the Asian Development Bank and the USAID as the major donors of the two
case studies of the thesis, and subsequently points out that the economic interests of the donor agencies and their
agenda shape the basic mode of forest governance.

In the eighth chapter the author argues that the experiences of CFM in Bangladesh have a potential role in carbon
mitigation and contribute to the Reduced Emissions from Deforestation and forest Degradation (REDD) which was a
vibrant issue in the COP15 meeting in 2009. However, the complexity of the land tenure system remains one of the key
determinants of improving the forest governance through the CFM paradigm.

The ninth chapter sums up the contents based on the findings of the two case studies. It points out that while CFM
has certain positive contributions in forest protection and bio-diversity conservation, the forest users in the first case,
which represents a conservation and development program, are heavily dependent on the local elites for their livelihood
but in the second case, which represents a co-management of protected area, the forest users play more active roles in
the decision-making and institutional-building processes. This chapter also examines the potentially positive role of
CFM in response to climate change and suggests that socio-political settings which accept the rights of access and

distribution of resources are essential for the better fulfillment of CFM to respond to issues of climate change.
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