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SUMMARY

A Review of F. H. Allport’s Criticisms on the Motor Theories

of Perception

Takayoshi Kaneko

The University 6f Tsukuba

This is the fifth paper in a serial plan to epito-
mize F. H. Allport’s Theories of perception and the
concept of structure (1955) which is the most thorough-
going criticism on the contemporary theories of
perception especially from logical and methodological
standpoints. Four foregoing papers treated (1) the
introductory part of the book, (2) the configura-
tionism in Gestalt theory, (3) the elemental associa-
tionism and (4) the functionalism. In the present
paper, the motor aspects of perception is taken as
the fifth, of which the representatives are Werner-
Wapner’s sensory-tonic field theory and Freeman’s
set theory.

Allport’s main criticism on Werner-Wapner is
the metaphysical character of their theory in the
implicit assumption of some superordinate total
dynamic system of which the sensory and the tonic
are the only different aspects. He also pointed

.out logical confusion in the concepts of equivalence

and vicariousness. = Allport rather highly evaluate
the Freeman set theory where the proprioceptive
feedback factors play important roles. In general,
however, the motor theory cannot explain the occur-
rence of any one particular meaning in the percept
of an object.



