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SUMMARY

Trends in Educational Psychology

——As Seen from Textbook Analysis——

Shusuke Fukuzawa, Keizo Hori, and Shinichi ITkeda

The University of Tsukuba

An analysis was made, from both the quan-
titative. and qualitative viewpoints, of seventy
educational psychology textbooks published be-
tween 1947 and 1979. The results of this analy-
sis are as follows:

(A) From the quantitative point of view

1. It is evidenced that most of the educa-
tional psychology textbooks are mainly devoted
to the problems analysable into four major
areas: (a) development, (b) learning, (c)
personality and adjustment, (d) evaluation and
measurement.

2. (1) Before 1959, the area of “develop-
ment” occupies the central position in most
textbooks. (2) In the latter half of 1960’s all
of the above mentioned four areas are taken
up, each having nearly the same coverage.

(3) In the first half of 1970’s the area of
“society and ;environment” occupies a major
position.

3. (1) The coefficient of correlation be-
tween “teaching” and “teacher” is 0. 52, and that
between “how educational psychology should

be” and “research method” is 0.45. (2) The
coefficient of correlation “learning” and“ teacher”
is —0. 32. '

(B) From the qualitative point of view

1. Almost all the ideas concerning the
area of “how educational psychology should be”
are discussed before 1959. In the 1970’s how-
ever, a new trend has been witnessed in educa-
tional psychology.

2. The theory of development has shifted
from “maturity theory” to “learning theory”,
developing into “the theory from the ecological
point of view.” Generally speaking, the coverage
of the area of “development” decreases with the
passage of time.

3. In this “learning” section, learning the-
ory, readiness, motivation; and individual differ-
ences are discussed. Conditioning, connection-
ism, and cognitive theory are the three princi-
pal learning - theories treated in most of the
textbooks. We witness, however, several other
theories taken up in the current educational
psychology textbooks.



