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A review of F. H. Allport’s criticism on the theory of directive states of perception
Takayoshi Kaneko (Iustitute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Ibaraki 305)

The directive state theory of perception as discussed and criticized by F. H. Allport in his renowned
Theories of perception and the concepts of structure (1955) is reviewed. Although the theory is actually the
one propounded by Postman, Bruner, McGinnies et al. in the so-called New Look Psychology movement in
early 1950’s, it has up-to-date significance in the light of cognitive psychology of today. The concept of
perceptual defense is severely criticized by Allport for its anthropomorphological dilemma. He pointed out
social factors for the delay of recognition of critical words instead of the hypothetical agent of defense.
He also stressed two meanings of value which were effective for dimensional change but neglected in the
directive state theory, i. e., end-value and means-value, the one is motivational and the other cognitive.
Allport is against the functional method of the intervening variable theory but emphasized the need for the

denotive concept for perceptual aggregates.
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