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A review of F. H. Allport’s criticism on the hypothesis theory of perception
Takayoshi Kaneko (Iustitute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Ibaraki, 305)

The hypothesis theory of perception as discussed and criticized by F. H. Allport in his Theories of
perception and the concepts of structure (1955) was reviewed. The hypothesis t}feory was proposed by
Postman and Bruner as an amendment to their own theory of directive states of perception. Perceptutal
process was seen as a kind of hypothesis-testing, a behavioral analogue of a zigsaw puzzle. The key
concepts were confirmation and infirmation of either veridical or non-veridical hypothesis by stimulus
information or deformation, schematized by the covariation theorem of hypothesis-strength and the
amount of stimulus-input needed to attain the confirmation or infirmation of the hypothesis. Allport
recognized improvements in the theory in explanation of experimental facts pertaining to the directive
states of perception but criticized that the theory still embraced the inside-outside problem between the
individual and collective perceptual aggregates. He also pointed out methodological limitations of the
intervening variable of which the molar concept of hypothesis is not exception.
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