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The short-term retention of priming effects

Nobuo Ohta (Institute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Ibaraki 305, Japan)

It has been found that the long-term retention of priming effects is independent of recognition memory as a

type of episodic memory. The purpose of the present experiments was to study the time course of the short-term

retention of priming effects. Using word-fragment completion tests, Experiment [ dealt with priming effects in

immediate, 10-min. and 20-min. tests, while Experiment [l concerned priming effects in the immediate condition.

Results showed that priming effects decreased over the short term. These results imply that priming effects in

the short term are dependent on recognition memory.
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Fig. 1 Time course of retention of priming
effects in word-fragmeﬁt completion

tasks.
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Fig. 2 Serial position curve of priming effects
in word-fragment completion tasks.
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