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Perception and theories of learning : A synopsis of Allport’s critique on theories of perception.

Takayoshi Kaneko (Institute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Ibaraki 305, Japan)

A critical review of a chapter on perception and theories of learning from F. H. Allport’s Theories of perception
and the concept of structure (1955) is presented. Tolmanian cognitive theory or S-S theory does not contradict
perceptual theories in the sense that S-S theory itself is a theory of perception. On the other hand, Hullian S-R
theory is considered a threat to perception theory when Solomon-Howes attacks the directive state theory of word
cognition with the frequency brinciple of S-R linkage. Allport admits that- many aspects of perceptual phenomena
could be replaced by S-R terms and that the traditional theory of perception should be remodeled to include a theory
of behavioral aggregates. At the same time, phenomenological methodology is still valid for perceptual study and the
mentalistic description of innate events should prove to be of value to perceptual psychologists. The hypothetical
construct of intervening variables is criticized as fictitious and devoid of denotability.
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