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The helping behavior of children and its motives.

Yayoi Watanabe and Seijun Takano (Institute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Ibaraki 305, Japan)

The purpose of this study was to investigate the motives of helping behavior in children. Subjects were 37
first-graders and 42 third-graders. In one experiment, children were presented three pictures, each describing two

children, one of which was in a state of need. Each Subject was asked whether the non-needy child in.the picture

would help the needy child. If a subject answered affirmatively, he or she was asked why. The results indicated that

chidren’s expressed motives for helping behavior change with age. In a second experiment, the relationship between

the motives expressed by children and the amount of donation was investigated. The results indicated that children

whose motives were of a high level did not necessarily exhibit more helping behavior than the children whose

motives were of a low level.
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