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Children’s concepts of social rules.

Toshimoto Shutoh and Kyoko Okajima (Institute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Ibaraki 305,
Japan) ’

This study examined children’s concepts of social rules. One hundred forty subjects (age 6—22) made
judgments concerning the seriousness, rule contingency, authority jurisdiction, rule changeability, and
generalizability for six moral, school and general conventional transgressions. It was found that older children
evaluated moral and general conventional transgressions as more serious offenses than school conventional
transgressions. Moreover, moral and general conventional events were less likely than school conventional events to
be regarded as contingent on the presence of a rule, dependent on the authority, changeable by consultation with
others, and relative to the social context. The findings were discussed in relation to the development differentiation
model and the distinct conceptual domain approach.
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B - DR 4.58** 17.50"*  2.62%
T A A K 5.17**  64.62%* 1.67
A - MR 11.79%*  132.88** 3.64%*
o #%F 26.01%*  61.85** 8.33%*

(df=3/133)  (df=2/266) (df= 6 /266)

*p< .05

**p<.01
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