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Some issues related to motivationalism in the theories of perception

Takayoshi Kaneko (Institute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba)

Issues related to motivationalism or the directive state theory of perception are reviewed as
discussed by Floyd H. Allport in his venerable volume titled Theories of perception and the concept of
structure (1952). The issues discussed are dimensionalism, the problem of nativism vs empiricism, and
non-veridical social perception. Confusion of means-use and end-use of dimensionality is criticized. The
means-use in motivationalism is considered adequate. Motivationalism is destined to combat with
nativism which traditional theories tenaciously adhere to. Aggravation of theoretical cleavages between
stimulus-bound, autochthonous, veridical perception and motivational, social cognitive perception -is

noted. Need for a unity of objectives is pointed out.
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