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A new approach to the measurement of adolescents’ social attitudes

Atsushi Kato and Takakatsu Kato (Institute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Ibaraki

305)

A new measure of adolescents’ social attitudes consisted of five conceptually independent

subscales ( tradition-oriented, innovation-oriented, rationalistic-individualistic, pleasure-seeking,

apathetic-nihilistic ) was constructed and validated.

Principal characteristics of present youths’ social attitude derived from the analysis of 94 male and

94 female university students’ data are as follows:

(1) “Rationalistic-individualistic” social attitude is the most dominant attitude.

(2) “Tradition-oriented” and “innovation-oriented” attitudes are not major social attitudes.

(3) “Pleasure-seeking” social attitude correlates positively with “apathetic-nihilistic” social attitude.

Key words: social attitudes, scale construction, university students, rationalistic-individualistic attitude,
pleasure-seeking attitude, apathetic-nihilistic attitude.
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