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On Rorschach responses of a methamphetamine psychotic:

Its differential diagnosis from schizophrenia.

Toshiki Ogawa (Institute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Ibaraki, 305)

It is often difficult in practice to differentiate the methamphetamine psychosis from the schizophrenia

on the basis of clinical features. Given that the Rorschach has greatly contributed to the diagnosis of

the schizophrenia, it can be expected to serve as a helpful tool for differentiating the methamphetamine

psychosis from the schizophrenia. After reviewing relevant literatures, a case was presented

illustrating the diagnostic value of the Rorschach. The case, a 40-year-old male, had himself suspected

as the alcoholic psychosis, the methamphetamine psychosis, or the schizophrenia. The results suggested

that the vivid descriptions of responses, the intact emotional reactivity, and the adequate level of

psychic energy were inconsistent with the schizophrenia, even though the reality testing was poor.

Key words: Rorschach test, schizophrenia, methamphetamine psychosis, borderline  personality

disorder.
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