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Influences of situational factors upon judgement of appropriateness of self-disclosure

Kimihisa Endo and Hiromichi Hori (Institute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Ibaraki 305,

Japan)

One hundred subjects were requested to judge appropriateness of self-disclosing on each of 15
topics in each of nine places and to rate the image of each place. A cluster analysis of the places
across the topics yielded four situational clusters. The relationship between three levels of
intimacy of topics and the four situational clusters were examined. The results indicated 1) that
topics with middle and high intimacy were influenced by situational clusters, 2) that there were
sex differences in relationship between topic intimacy and situational clusters, and 3) that
situational clusters with comfortable psychological images were rated more appropriate than
those with uncomfortable images in selecting topics. Implication of these results for the impor-

tance of self-disclosure situations was discussed.
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