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Relations among perceived competence, self-attribution, and academic achievements

Yoko Niwa and Seijun Takano (Iustitute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Ibavaki 305,

Japan)

~ The purpose of this study is relate perceived competence in five areas to self-attribution in
the same areas and to academic ability. In Study 1, fourth, fifth and sixth grade students (n=340)
completed Perceived Competence Questionnaire which was a multidimensional instrument
designed to measure five facets of self-concept hypothesized in Shavelson’s hierarchical model.
Study 2, using a sample of 270 fifth-grade and sixth-grade students, asswssed (a) multiple
dimensions of self attribution for causes of academic outcomes, (b) multiple dimensions of
perceived competence, and (c) academic achievement. Overall, students who attributed academic
success to ability and effort, and those who did not attribute failure to the lack of ability or to
a lesser extent to the lack of effort were found to have (a) better perceived academic competence
and (b) better academic achlvement The validity of the causal attribution model was mostly

confirmed.
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