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The structure of ‘non-normative life events’ in elderly people

Ichirou Ohkawa and Kazuaki Sugihara (Iustitute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Ibaraki

305, Japan )

To investigate the structure of ‘non-normative life events’ in elderly people, an inventory was
constructed in order to measure the degree of experience in each of six domains, i. e., life history,
life events, current life experiences, health condition, life satisfaction, and“getting old”feeling. It
was administrated to 61 elderly people of 65 to 75 years old. Factor-analyses yielded three to six
factors in each domain with the inventory of non-normative life events containing 27 factors in
all. The correlations between factors in each domain were not so high, suggesting that each factor

was rather independent.

Key words . non-normative life events, life history, life events, life experience in these days,
health condition, life satisfaction, ‘getting old’feeling, inventory.
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