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Comparative structure of WPPSI performance by 5-year old boys and girls in Japan

Tatsuya Matsubara (Iustitute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Ibaraki 305, Japan) and
Yoshiko Masuda (Chuogakuin University, Chiba, 270-11, Japan)

To investigate sex differences in the structure of intelligence in 5-year old, WPPSI was
administered to 141 5-year old (77 boys and 64 girls). VIQ, PIQ, FIQ, and the absolute of V-P IQ
differences were computed for each child. Principal factor analysis, followed by varimax rotation,
was conducted on the WPPSI subtests: No sex differences were found in VIQ, PIQ, and FIQ,
though girls performed significantly better than boys on the subtest of Similarity (p<0.05). No
sex differences were found in V-P IQ discrepancies. Principal factor analysis suggested that sex
differences in the factor structure of WPPSI performance while factor analysis with varimax
rotation did not. Before carrying out the rotation, general and verbal factors for girls, and verbal
and performance factors for boys were identified.
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