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A study of characteristics of student apathy from the standpoint of inner experience

Haruhiko Shobo and Toshio Utena ([ustitute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Ibavaki 305 ,

Japan)

In resent years, many researches on student apathy from the standpoint of psychiatry have
been reported, but few have focused upon the consciousness and experience of apathy students.
Four groups of students (normal group, client group, masked-client group, and post-client group)
were investigated by TAT, Identity Status Interview and autobiography. Scrutiny of typical
subjects of earch group indicated that about half students of the client group and the masked-
client group had peculiar viewpoints about their lonely situation in their inner world of experi-
ence. It is considered that this characteristic was closely related to their inquiry into self-
existence, which underlied the subjective apathy atate of the students. In addition, it is also
suggested that expression of their inner world and mental contact between apathy students and
an interviewer are facilitated if we utilize a frame such as TAT.

Key words . student apathy, inner experience, TAT, peculiar viewpoint.
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