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An analysis of the interaction in
husband-wife conversation

Akiko KAWASAKI

The purpose of this paper is to examine the characteristics of husband-

wife conversation in Japanese.

Tape-recorded actual speech between Mr. and Mrs. K, and a

questionnaire on their speech are analyzed according to the following points:

1. how they think they speak to each other

2 . how they actually address each other

3 . what they talk about

4. who initiates the conversation

5. how politely they speak

The analysis leads us to the following conclusions:

1. The wife thinks that she uses polite expressions to her husband,
which is considered to be a typical behavior of an obedient Japanese
wife.

2. In actual speech, the wife hardly uses performative and propositional
honorifics to her husband. .

3. Unlike ordinary male / female interaction, the wife initiates the
conversation.



