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“"Toward a principled specification
of a predicate”

Hiroyuki SHIRAKAWA
(The University of Tsukuba)

This paper is concerned with the basic structure of the Japanese language.
Following Kitahara(1981), the present author assumes (i) that the basic
structure is described in terms of the relation between a predicate (Hi¥ERK
%) and its complement (#iFEH(4>) and (ii) that there can be two or more
complement-predicate relations in a simple sentence.

The aim of this paper is to point out some shortcomings of Kitahara's
analysis and to present an alternative analysis.

In section 1 and 2, it is argued that Kitahara's analysis is inadequate if
we pursue a principled and revealing specification of a sentence construc-
tion; (i) it lacks a complete abstraction of a predicate’s function out of an
alleged predicate, and (ii) it can not help bringing up such ad hoc
devices as “carrying-forward of nominative-predicate function.

After a brief survey of what misled Dr. Kitahara’s knife, a prescription
is presented in section 3 as to how we can cut a Japanese sentence into
parts. Our proposal is twofold: first, auxiliary verbs such as -rer(u),
-ser(wu), (te)ir(u) must be independent predicates. Second, we include
S and VP as complements together with PP.



