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THE VOWEL HARMONY IN THE
MIDDLE KOREAN LANGUAGE
Yasuko OHASHI

This paper discusses the vowel harmony phenomenon in the Middle Korean
language. The attention is focused on the 15th century Korean language,
when the Hangul, the phonetic script of the Korean language, was first crea-
ted in its history. Firstly, the vowel system of the 15th century is presen-
ted and the possibility is pointed out that the vowel harmony phenomenon does
not reflect that vowel system. Secondly, the examples of words that are
under the vowel harmony limitations are quoted from the 15th century Korean
documents and are commented on. Thirdly, the vowel shift that took place
around the 14th century is discussed with respect to the vowel harmony.
It is shown that the vowel harmony reflects the vowel system of the 13th
century Korean rather than that of the 15th century. Finally, the so-called
neutral vowels are discussed in terms of the disappearance of the vowel
harmony.



