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Language Maintenance and Ethnic

Identity among Japanese Brazilians.

Sonia Regina Longhi

It has been suggested that the ethnic identity of Japanese-Ameri-
cans attenuates through generations. This is a case study to test
this hypothesis, as well as its correlation with language mainte-
nance among Japanese-Brazilians of three generations, who were by
the time either studying or working in Tokyo.

The results were measured by a questionnaire with 94 items
divided into 2 parts. The first part was related with language
acquisition, usage and maintenance, and the second part was a Por-
tuguese version of the Ethnic Identity Questionnaire used by Matsu-
moto et al in surveying Japanese-Americans.

The data was analysed in terms of sex and generation. Sex
variable hardly proved relevant to the global analysis, but genera-
tion variable, although not so significantly, confirmed the hypothesis
towards an attenuation of ethnicity and language maintenance, items
which showed to be related to each other.

Due to the limitation of the sample, one can not say this case
study is representative of the tendencies registered among Japane-
se-Brazilians. So, as a further step, I intend to conduct the same
research in Brazil, where I could get a fairly representative num-
ber of the three generations of Japanese-Brazilians for more con-

clusive results.



