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A Preface to the Study of Aquinas’ Christology
Naoki KUWABARA

In this article, I have considered about the points to be treated beforehand the study of the
“Summa Theologiae” Part 3, in particular the study about the Christology. Especially, I
considered the problem why “Summa Theologiae” Part 3 is difficult to approach for modern
Japanese researchers both inside and outside the Christianity.

At first I surveyed the meaning of the Christology for the Christianity. In short, the essence
of the Christianity is to testify the faith that “Jesus is Christ”. And Christianity devoted all
energy to keep the story that “Jesus was Christ” in the genuine meaning under the standard of
“the apostolic tradition”, especially concerning the meaning of the “Christ”. “The Christology”
means the effort to clarify what “Christ” means, so that “the story” conforms to the apostolic
tradition. And it is the faith to believe and accept this story, and the church is the community
sharing this story. When a story loses the genuine meaning, it becomes non-Christianity
namely “heresy”. I call the above-mentioned understanding “the narrative understanding”
about the “Christianity” and “the Christology”.

Then I surveyed that the history of the Christology developed antagonism with “the
paradigm from above” and “the paradigm from below”. I called the theological tendency to
emphasize divine nature of Christ up to the modern so-called “the Christology from above”
from the Alexandrians of the Church Father period “the paradigm from above”. And I called the
theological tendency to emphasize human nature of Christ up to the modern so-called
“Christology from below” from the Antioch school “the paradigm from below”.

Finally, I tried to place the Christology that Aquinas developed in “Summa Theologiae” Part
3 in the above-mentioned conceptual frame. Though the space of an overwhelming quantity is
the study about the human nature of Christ in the Christology in “Summa Theologiae” Part 3,
it prescribes Christ from the context of “the incarnation” in the beginning. This means that
Thomas is based on the paradigm from ahove.

The modern people, both inside and outside the Christianity, have a strong tendency to see
Jesus Christ in accord with the paradigm from below. And this is the reason why modern
people experience the difficulty in approaching the Christology of Aquinas. However, only by
getting over this difficulty, we can get the insight that we must not overlook about an essential
problem for Christianity.
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