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Abstract

With the arrival of the global information network based on Internet, all aspects of library systems, from acqui-
sitions to access, are beginning to change.

This revolution in the information industry is causing a fusion between electronic publishing and networks. Until
now, the publisher, distributor, book seller, and library separated the author from the end user, but because of
these changes in the industry, each of their respective services are being forced to change.

The developments in library computer systems first began with the digitization of secondary information. The
extension of this into the digitization of the primary information, namely the library collections themselves,
brings forth different issues. Primary among these is copyright. How this is addressed and which directions
libraries take will be the most important issues in the future.

From Maruzen'’s position, the CALIS Library System, DIALOG, Uncover, Japanese document processing systems,
electronic publishing and other offerings, represent different ways in which digitized information can be connected
with library functions.

Libraries and businesses must work together to assure the existence of high quality information, and from a
business point of view libraries that are aiming toward total digitization have common goals that need to be
defined and realized. The partnership and alliance of libraries and vendors is an important issue, and both parties
need to work together in order to assure their future.
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