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Proposal of an Analysis Method for Evaluating the Effectivess of

Query Term Expansion in Information Retrievval

Masaharu Yoshioka
Graduate School of Information Science and Technology, Hokkaido University
National Institute of Informatics

Abstract: Query term expansion is a technique to modify initial query by adding
some terms that represents users’ information need for achieving higher retrieval per-
formance. However, a good framework for evaluating this technique in isolation does
not exist because the effect of query expansion depends on several issues. In this paper,
I enumerate several features that may affect the quality of this technique and analyze

retrieval experiment results by using these features.
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