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A Study on Yu Kil-chun's Academic Activities in Japan

Eunsong Lee

This research explores the significance of Yu Kil-chun's academic activities in Japan during 1881 and
1882. Yu kil-chun was a member of Korean enlightenment group, and the first Korean student who was sent
to Japan with Korean governmental scholarship, So it is possible that his pursuit of new knowledge in Japan
gave significant effect on the connection hetween Korean enlightenment group and Japanese intellectuals,
This research focuses on the relations between Yu Kil-chun, the member of the Korean enlightenment group
and Fukuzawa Yukichi, the most famous Japanese intellectual figure.

Assessments of Yu Kil-chun in studies so far are controversial. One is the ideal and patriotic reformer,
and the other is negatively the pro-Japan bureaucrat, This research argues following three topics to support
former perspective.

First, Yu kil-chun’s studying in Japan was indebted to Fukuzawa Yukichi’s supports and other Kerean
enlightenment group members’ activeness in Japan.

Second, Fukuzawa Yukichi successfully obtained Yu Kil-chun's trust and Yu Kil-chun became to
believe in Japan in that procedure as the supporter of Korean independence rather than the aggressive
imperialist.

Third, Yu Kil-chun’s diplomatic idea of the tripod solidarity of Korea, China and Japan was generated
during the studying period in Japan.



