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Summary

Development of Total Communication in the Education
of the Deaf in U.S.A. (6)
——On “Total Approach” by Holcomb, R.——

Shinro Kusanagi

Holcomb, R. supervised the education of the deaf children in Santa Ana School Dis-
trict from 1968 as a supervisor. The problem for the deaf children at Santa Ana was
termed “Total Approach” or “Total Communication’ as a school philosophy. It is well-
known that this practice influenced very strongly the education of the deaf children,
especially communication method, in U.S.A. during 1970’s.

The author previously examined the factors which influenced the origin and develop-
ment of total communication. The purpose of this paper-is to clarify the issues of (1) edu-
cational philosophy, method, practice and its effect of “Total Approach”, (2) educational
philosophy and its characteristics of method in “Total Communication’.

The results studied are as follows:

(1) They were examined [o) relationship between total approach and total communication,
@ history of the program for the deaf in Santa Ana School District, @ plan and practice
of the program during 1968—1971.

(2) They were discueed @ total comunication was initiated in the educational situation,
that is, “integration setting”, @ total communication brought about the revolution in the
communication method in the education of young deaf children, @ results of the practice
were positively evaluated by many persons concerned and tests, @ total communication
was strongly supported by deaf persons and parents of the deaf children.



