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Die Simultanagnosie



Summary
Reading and Writing Training for a Child with Visual Agnosia

Masayuki Shibazaki and Masamichi Nagahata

The present paper reported on a 12-year-old boy who developped a paticular type of
visual agnosia after mumps encephalitis in 5-year-old. The WISC test showed a verbal IQ of
66. The neuropéychological symptoms were as follows:

(1) Visual object agnosia: He could name objects, but failed to name animal draw-
ings and fruit drawings.

(2) Prosopagnosia: He was unable to select his teacher or family members from a
group until they spoke and he was unable to identify family members from photographs.
Details that were not an integral parts of the face (e.q., hair style, glasses) occasionally
formed the basis for identification.

(3) Simultanagnosia: He was unable to interprit the meaning of a pictured scene in
spite of preservation of the ability to apprehend individual portions of the scene.

(4) Color agnosia and spatial agnosia were almost absent.

These results suggested that the disability of grasping the meaningful individuality of faces
and pictures was the base of the visual agnosia in this case.

He has been trained to read and to write letters for three years, and results were as
follows:

(1) He could match the Kana-scripts with varbalizing the features of letter.

(2) He often failed to read the nearly same Kana-scripts.

(3) He was hard to trace the line of letters and simple figures, but he was able to copy
them.

(4) He was able to write and to read the Kanji-scripts which constructed with vertical
and horizontal lines by means of Kinesthetic facilitation (Sy'ﬁjj);

These results suggested that his training processes of letter reading were not different from
the normal deveropmental process of letter reading.



