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Summary

The Manupulation of Toys and the Mother-Child
Interaction in Play of a Two and Half Year
Infant with Severely Hearing Impairment

——In Comparison with Hearing Infants from 18 to 36 Months Old—

Yuko Nagasaki and Tomoyoshi Yoshino

In recent studies, it is showed that the stage of symbolic play development parallels that of
language development. It is known that the dévelopment of syntax in deaf children will delay. To
reserch for the factors of the emergence of this delay, six normally-hearing children (18, 23, 29, 31,
33, 36 months)and one severely hearing~impaired child (31 months)were observed through play
with their mothers for 20 minutes: We analysed play between the child and his mother from two
points. One is the manupulation of play materials to measure the stage of symbolic play
development. And other is mother-child interaction to measure the stage of social development.
The result is as follows:

1. Manupulation of play materials
1) Variety of manupulation

There are four items in manupulation. They are functional play, doll-centered play, object
symbolization and pretending. No differnces between hearing ang deaf child in these items wewe
shown.

2) Construction of manupulation

We selected doll-centered play to examine the combintion of actions which construct the
context in the play. In 31 months old hearing impaired infant, the combination of actions was as
long as 18 or 23 months old normally-hearing, but the speeches and actions reffering to time, space,
casuality and so on did not emerge.

2. Mother-child interaction
1) Situations of mother-child interaction

We analysed situations of mother-child interaction in three items.

They are mean length of interaction, the longest interaction and the failure in the first interaction.
Situations of interaction in deaf infant was shorter, and the failure of interaction was more than
hearing infants.

2) Modality in communicative behavior of children

We analysed communicative behavior into three modalities. 31 months deaf infant used more
“speech and gesture modality” and “gesture modality” than normally hearing.

These results showed a parallel between delay of the developmont of symbolic play and that

of mother-child interaction in deaf infant.
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