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Summary

Study on Educationally Retarded Children (Children tested

as possible candidates for special classes)
—— The Character of the Home Environment ——

Yoshio SAITOW Fusao ASANO
(University of Tsukuba) (Tsuchiura Child Guidance Center)

The aim of this study is to grasp the special circumstances of the home environment of
educationally retarded children (children who have been tested to determine whether or not
they should be enrolled in special classes) and to analyze these circumstances in relation to intel-
lectual level (IQ). With this purpose we asked several schools to cooperate with our survey about
the children’s home environment, their lives at school, etc., and were able to get data on 294
children.

This survey showed the following facts:

1. As the social class and economic level of educationally retarded children’s families is lower
than average, their psychological environment, such as their home atomosphere and their parents’
interest in their education, is unfavorable.

These factors have a great influence on their mental and educational retardation.

2. The ratio of children with IQ below 85 who enter special classes is rather high.

It is judged to be desirable that 91.4% of borderline children (those with IQ of 76—85)
should enter special classes, but only 58.1% of them are éctua]ly in these classes.

Furthermore, although 21.5% of children who are high in IQ (above 85) are judged to benefit
from special classes, only 55.0% of them are actually in these classes.

3. As a result of not having their parents consent to enter special classes, 37.4% of children
judged to benefit from these classes are not in them.

Comparing the parents who consented and those who refused to have their children put into
special classes, it was found that the main factor in the large number of refusals is that parents
are afraid of losing face.

4., 30.0%—37.8% of children judged to benefit from special classes are those who were born
between January and March. (In Japan, as the school year starts on April 1st, these children are
the youngest in their grade.) This ratio is relatively high.

In addition, the percentage of these children in special classes with birthdays between January
and March in the 76—85 IQ bracket was exceptionally high.

In addition we strongly hope that the following be carefully studied and actually put into
practice.

a. Since educationally retarded children’s home environment is unfavorable, this should be
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taken into consideration when devising their educational program.

b. It is important to take special care in determining whether or not to 'place children with
relatively high IQ, including borderline cases, in special classes. Special attention must then be
paid to the content of the educational program for these children.

c. Special care must be taken in deciding whether to place children born between January and
March in special classes, paying paticular attention to children with boderline 1Q(76—-85).

d. It is necessary to make regualr and continuing efforts to deepen parents’ interest in and
understanding of their children’s education in order to make them more ready to consent to

putting their children in special classes.
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