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Résumé

Manual Method of Education for the Deaf and Dumb in America (3)

Controversy between W. W. Turner and H. P. Peet on
Methods of Teaching Language

Masuo UENO

The purpose of this study is to determine the difference of the methods of teaching language
and the philosophy between W. W, Turner and H. P. Peet.

In 1849, at the time when the Manual System was being adopted, W. W, Turner proposed the
Natural Method of teaching language to the deaf. He criticized H. P. Peet’s Gramatical Method of
teaching language. He thought that this method explains language through grammar and is not good
in prompting or confirming language abilities of deaf students. Instead, Turner recommended that
daily words and stories should be taught as early as possible.

On the contrary, H. P. Peet insisted that language must be constructed from easy words to
difficult sentences. He made textbooks on Elementary Lessons and others. His Elementary Lessons
Part 1 consisted of small steps and his aim was to build up sentence structures in the students’ minds.

The writer noticed the differences of their opinions about sign language in relation to -the
methods of teaching language.

Turner admitted the sign language of the deaf as well as did H. P. Peet. However, there were
slight but important differences between them. Turner wrote that sign language was necessary in
the education of the deaf, but his philosophy of sign was ambiguous. He thought that the process
of translation from sign to English was necessary for the deaf when they were learning langugae.

H. P. Peet favored sign language of the deaf. But he said that regarding the teaching of language,.
sign language hinders language learning. So, he suggested that training and revie\'zv is necessary to
bring “THINKING IN WORDS”. He wrote, review, REVIEW, REVIEW.

Turner laid great emphasis on the daily and practical usage of language, whereas H. P. Peet
gave priority to language for basic and logical thinking.

The writer found Turner’s ideas to be very interesting as he offered the idea of the Natural
Method at that time. (It is said that the Natural Method actually began to appear in 1870’.)

However the philosophy of H. P. Peet can not be abondoned easily as an outmoded idea.



