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Summary

Development of Total Communication in Education for the Deaf in U. S. A. (3)

— Evalution of Manual Method in 1950’s —

Sinrou Kusanagi

Total communication has been rapidly widespread in education for the deaf in 1970’s and a
number of schools for the deaf accepted the philosophy and methodology of total communication
in U. S. A,

The purpose of this paper is to evaluate the philosophy of manual method in 1950’s from the
point of its effectiveness and usefulness.

The results studied were summarized as follows:

(1) In 1950’s it was advocated that manual method was effective to language and intellectual

development of deaf children.

(2) It was indicated that manual method was useful for counseling with the deaf, communica-
tion between a deaf child and a teacher or parents,and resolution of psychological prob-
lems of the deaf.

(3) It was argued that the acquisition of the ability on speechreading, auditory discremina-
tion and speech was difficult. So manual communication was indispensable to a deaf
child.

In consequence, it was suggested that the advocacy on the effectiveness of manual method in

© 1950’s influenced the rise of total communication in the latter half of 1960’s. ‘

The next study is to make clear the philosophy of manual method in education for the deaf in
1960’s.



