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A report. on the training of a language retarded child

--------- a case study of difficulty of articulation -

Chizuko Ota, Shigeo Kobayashi and Masamichi Nagahata

The non-—talking child at the age of four was frained to
articulate by means of the Association Method. This method was
devised for establishing the association of kineshetic movements of
the 1lips and tongue with written words and sounds., The child was
presented with the written lip—form cards instead of written word
cards because he was a pre-—school child, Vowels were described
by lip—forms and consonants by colors in these cards. After he
learned the association of kinesthetic movement and 1lip—form, he
was shown written word cards.

The training period was from 2 June, 1978 to 11 October,
1979, consisting of 28 sessions,

As the result, when written word cards were presented he
articulated 26 sounds and 12 words in total. If written lip—form
cards were shown, he articulated 32 sounds and 8 words in total.
He was not able to repeat sounds articulated by the trainer but,
by means of presentation of 1lip—form cards, he was able to artic-
ulate 15 sounds and 8 words. However, he was not always able
to articulate words at the mnext session.

In addition to implementation of various neurological tests,
the child's clinical features were discussed. It seems that his
main symptom is apraxia of speech with retardation of voluntary
nes hetic movement of the oral organs and upper and lower limbs.
It was considered that the Association Method was more effective

than verbal imitation.
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