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Summary

The Follow —up Studies concerning School Adjustment
of Handicapped Children with Autistic Symptoms (2)

— For autistic children in special class room or in special

school for the mentally handicapped —

Ohno Hiroshi, Sugiyama Masahiko, Chang Chang Fen,
Tanaka yuko, Ike Hiroko, Kobayashi Shigeo,

In the study, the autistics were evaluated the present level of
their adjustment in their class in order to discuss necessity and
contents of therapeutic training before and after entering school.

Method

4 autistics were followed — up as subjects of the study. Several
checklists and T—CLAC are used for examining their behaviors and
general development. And they are also observed the r behaviors in
their own group situation.

Case 1, M.M. 8ys. 4mos., male,
(registering in a regular class and attending actually a
special class )

The attending class 1is characterized as a facilitating class for
remedial training of academic learning. In the regular class, he shows
learning difficulties, though his learning attitudes are on the process
of modification ., He 1is a good learner, but shows difficulties on
generalization of learned skills in his special class,

Case 2, D. I. 8ys. 10mos., male.
( registering in a special class )

He becomes to attend regular class on school events and on the
morning meeting. His behavior problems, for example, escaping from

his sheat and wandering, are going on modification. But, he is
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unable to activaté his full repertories, especially on speech area,
because of lower level of other members in the class.

Case 3, R.O. 7ys. 4mos., female,

( registering in a special class )

In 1978 school year, she was registered in a regular class,
In this year ( 1979 ), she becomes to be on a special class, because
she had showed difficulty on abjustment in the regular class, In
special class, her difficulty 1is not so remarkable.

Case 4, A.K, 6ys. 9mos. , female.
( registering in a special school for the mentally handicapped)

In 1978 school year, in delay to school entrance, she was
trained intensively. The contents of the training were as folows ;
speech training, imitation training, training in following instructions,
In 1979, she can perform adaptively in her -class room.

Discussion

One autistic (Cass 4 ) entered a school after one year delayed
period, 3 autstics (Case 1, 2,3 ) have gone up to the second grade.

Sugivama , M. et al. (1979 ) suggested that factors, which made
an autistic difficult to enter a school, are as follow

a) speech retardation or abnormalities

b) difficulties in interpersonal  relationship

¢) difficulties in following the instructions

d) retardation in learning abilities
and they also suggested the necessity to settle these problems in
pre—school period.

In the delayed period, Case 4 was {rained intensively. As the
result of the training, she showed an apparent modification, espe-
cially in the factor a), b), ¢), though factor d) was still remained.

The followed —up data show her adjustment to her class rbom

of special school for the mentally handicapped. It is suggested that
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these [ a)~d)) are important factors with school entrance  and class
room adjustment..

Case 2, 3 sh;)wed difficulty on class room adjustment, In CaseZ,‘
because of lower level of othér members in his class, In Case 3,
of higher level of tasks at the regular class. These cases suggest
that tasks of adequate level should be given to autistics in order
to prompt their adjustment to group, and to expand their behavior
repertories, . In Case 4, who 1is able to adjust to his own group,
nevertheless, shows difficulty on generalization of learned skills. In
autistic children, this difficulty of genralization is often observed

Trainers, teaehers ( both regular class and special class ) and
family of autistics should be concerned and coodinated with not

only expansion, but also generalization of their behavior repertories.
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