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A Study of Speech in mantally retarded children

— 1. The differentiation process of intransitive and transitive

verb in normal children —
Hiroko ITke

The purpose of this study was to examine the differentiation
of intransitive and transitive Verb‘develomentally in normal children.
The results .of this study would be -useful as the - basic- data “for-
the languge training of mentally retarded children.

Subjects were 80 normal ehildren with a vocabulary -age (VA)
from 4 0 to 7 ' 11.

For the production, 15 incomplete sentences lacking of verbs
were presented to subjects by taperecorder with picture card,
Then, subjects were asked +to repeat the complete sentence after
each presenting of stimuli.

Fori the comprehension, 9 complete sentences and 6 incomplete
sentences lacking of JOSHI(particles)(removing the cue of JOSHI) were
presented to subjects by taperecorder with 4 picture card for
one sentence. Then, Subjécts were asked to select the most
appropriate picture card.

From the results of this experiment, it would be concluded as
follows :

1. Production

(1) The age of differentiating of intransitive and transitive

verb was variable on each verb. Most subjects VA from .

6:0 to 6:.:11 were able to grasp the difference between

intransitive and transitive verb almostly.

(2) When subjects didn 't grasp the difference between

intransitive and transitive verb, they had a tendency to use



transitive vérb.
(3) Most subjects with VA from4: 0 to 4:11 were able to
comprehend the difference between intransitive and transitive
verb of bnly one or two wverbs. It was sugéested that they
had fundamental ability necessary for the differentiation of
intransitive and transitive verb.
2. Comprehension
(1) The age of differentiation of intransitive and transitive
verb was not so various on verbs which were used in this
study. Most subjects with VA from 6:0 to 6: 11 were able
to comprehend the difference between intransitive and transitive-
verb .
(2) When subjects didn't comprehend the difference between
intransitive and transitive verb, they might use the JOSHI as
a cue. v
3. Relation of production and Comprehension
(1) For some verbs, production was more easy than comprehension,
and for the other verbs, comprehension was more easy than»
production, so that the relation of production and comprehension
was complicated.
(2) There were little differences between production and compre-
hension in comparison with subjects who respohd righ‘tly to all

verbs which were used in both production and comprehension.



