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Summary

A STUDY OF SPEECH IN MENTALLY RETARDED CHILDREN
——THE USE OF JOSHI—

HIROKO IKE

Previous investigations concerning the speech of retarded children have shown that speech
structure, including voéabulary, syntax, phonology‘émd morphology, develops with increasing of
M. A.. It seems, however, that difficulties exsist in applying the results of surveys on
speakers of English to those of Japanese, and there has been little investigation with character-
istics of Japanese in the speech of retarded children.

The purpose of the study is to make clear the acqisition process of JOSHI (particles), which
is one of the main characteristics of Japanese, in comparing the speech of retarded children with
that of normal children.

Method

The subjects were 28 retarded and 31 normal children with M. A. froin 6-0 to 7-11. The
retarded children were pupils of a junior high school for retarded children and the normal
children were first-grade pupils of a public primary school.

The materials which were used to elicit verbal responses were 13 sets of pictures, each
containing 4 pictures.

Spokens were analyzed around 4 aspects of JOSHI; the variety, how to use, omission and

misuse.

Results and Discussin .

The main results and discussin are as follows:

{1) The analyzing on the misuse of JOSHI leads us to three hypotheses of the acquisition
process of JOSHI and verb. The first is that at the early stage children aren’t appeared to
differentiate the intransitive verb and transitive verb and are considered of both as the
transitive verb. Tuye second is that the differeutiation of how to use JOSHI “WA” and
“GA” is closely concerned with the differentiation of verb. The third is that both groups
go through the similar acquisition process of JOSHI.

(2) KAKU-JOSHI, especially “GA”, “O” and “NI”, are frequently used in more than 509% of
all subjects. Such tendency of frequent using is found in only KAKU-JOSHI using.

(3) The difference detween KAKU-JOSHI “WA” and KAKU-JOSHI “GA” has been discussed by
many reseachers and in many cases “WA” and “GA” are exchangeable. In exchangeable
“WA” and “GA”, ohly retarded children are more likely to use “WA” than “GA”. This
suggest that some retarded children don’t know the difference of nuance between “WA”
and “GA” and rule of proper use of them.

{4) Both groups have similar trends on how to use of JOSHI and omission of JOSHI.
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