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Summary

An Experimental Study of Sentence Comprehension by

Hearing Impaired Children

Akira Okada, Shigeyuki Tsuzuki, Yasuto
Itabashi, & Michiyo Nonaka

The purpose of present study was to investigate the effect of the concept formation upon
the sentence comprehension. In this study the concept formation was made for hearing impai-
red children in both sensory motor level and representational level.

Experimenters used the sentences involved the phrase “from-to” which was often seen in
the basal readers. We put special stress upon the associative learning between the concept for-
mation and sentences presented.

In the experiment, pre-test, training, and post-test were given. All subjects were hearing
impaired children attending the school for the deaf whose chronological age ranged nine to

eleven years old. They possessed vocabularies to certain extent. But they could not understand
sentences involved complex syntax.

Pre-and-post tests consisted of

(1) motor tests by oral instruction.

(2) association tests between sentences and motions by oral instruction.
(3) comprehension tests by clozd method.

(4) association tests between sentences and motions by visual presentation,

Training was chiefly about concept formation in automatic and representational level, Pre-
and-post tests were equivalent in their difficulties.

Improvement by training was obtained in every subjects except one.



