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“Functional Communication” in the United States.

—Focusing on The National Project on Speech Communication Competencies—

Yuki Osada

The purpose of this paper is to consider the theory of “Functional Communication” in the United
States.

“Functional Communication” was proposed by The National Project on Speech Communication
Competencies in 1976. This project was sponsored by National Communication Association. The primary
purpose of the project was to identify the directions for the development of speech communication instruc-
tion in K-12.

The contents of this paper are as follows;

(1) Introduction-purpose and method.

(2) To make clear the meaning of “The National Project on Speech Communication Competencies” in
the United States.

(3) To illuminate “basic assumptions”, “aspects of communication competence” and “dimension of
communication competence” in the project.

{4) Conclusion

Conclusions of this paper are as follows;

(1) According to this project, children must develop a sense of behaviors that are appropriate to
communication situations involving a variety of other people.

(2) “Functional Communication™ was backed up by the nation’s education poiitics. And The theory of
it was generating by the ethnography of communication.



